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"NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


Tne real business of the Parliamentary session appears at length 
to have commenced. 

Sir James Granam on Monday brought forward the Navy Es- 
timates; which are less than those of last year by 220,500. The 
number of Seamen, notwithstanding an attempt by Mr. Hume to 
reduce it, is still to be 27,000 including Marines. Sir James made 
a very satisfactory statement relative to the stock of building- 
materials and stores of all descriptions which are deposited at 
Portsmouth and other naval stations. He completely refuted the 
charge made by the Duke of WEeL.ineTon and Captain YorKE 
of the unfurnished state of our dockyards. In almostevery article, 
the stock on hand is larger now than it was when the Duke quitted 
office. The amount expended in fresh stores, during the last 
three years, is larger by about 150,000/., than it was in the three 
previous years of Conservative rule. The Duke is therefore driven 
to account for the great reduction which Sir James GRAHAM has 
-effected in the cost of the Navy—a reduction amounting to no less 
than 1,212,417/. in two years—upon some other supposition than 
that of an improvident neglect to purchase the necessary stores. 

We wish that we had as favourable an account to give of Sir 
Joun Hosnouss, as of his colleague at the Admiralty. But 
instead of a reduction in the number of soldiers and the expense 
of maintaining them, there is an increase in both as compared 
with the estimates of the WELLINGTON Administration,—although, 
as compared with the last year of the Grey economy, there is a 
saving of 206,000/.; of which, however, 187,000/. is in the Non- 
effective service, and is owing to deaths and casualties. There is 
no prospect whatever of a voluntary reduction to any consi- 
derable extent being made by Ministers in the expenditure of the 
Army. -Let the Representatives of the People take it in hand. 
Sir Joun Hosnovse was triumphant in stating the small propor- 
tion which the expense of the Army in this country bears to the 
amount of our whole revenue, as compared with that of other na- 
tions : but if he had been asked to state what proportion it bore to 
our disposable income, we suspect that his calculations would have 
shown a different result—that instead of our Army being made to 
appear to cost less than that of the Continental powers and the 
United States, it would, on the contrary, according to our means of 
payment, turn out to cost a great deal more. But the Estimates 
are not passed; and we yet hope to see them reduced before they 
are got through the Committee. 

It is evident that approaches are making towards the substitu- 
tion of a Property-tax for those imposts which fetter industry 
and reduce wages and profits. Mr. Ropinson brought the sub- 
ject fairly before the House on Tuesday. Several good speeches 
were made ; and it seemed to be universally admitted, that as we 
cannot lessen the amount of taxation by any very extensive re- 
duction of expenditure, the wise and politic plan would be to shift 
it from property in motion to that which is dormant—to tax fixed 
incomes instead of the raw material of our manufactures and the 
produce of trade. But the Minister shrinks from the imposition of 
a Property-tax: he is evidently afraid of so bold a measure, 
though he must see the necessity for it augmenting daily. He 
must make up his mind to offend—in a reasonable degree—both 
the landowner and the fundholder. “To tax and to please, any 
more than to love and be wise, is not given unto men.” Strike 
high or low, still flogging is a disagreeable operation to the sufferer. 
Mr. Rosinson’s motion, which was for a Committee to revise our 
system of taxation, was supported by a strong minority of 155 
members, in opposition to 2 





{Latest Epition.] 





Lord BroveuaM is recommencing his Law Reforms. Will hé 
complete them also? His bill to put an end to the miserable and 
evasive technicalities of special-pleading has passed through the 
Committee of the Peers, after a characteristic but ineffectual at- 
tempt, by Lords ELnon and Wynrorp, to render it valueless. He 
has also reintroduced his bill for establishing local judicatures in 
England. It is to be tried first in a few districts, and then to be 
extended throughout the country if it answers expectation. Ser- 
geants-at-law and barristers of ten years’ standing are to preside 
in these courts. All actions for debt or damage not. exceeding 
twenty pounds are to be subject to their decrees. They are alsa 
to act as courts of reconcilement, where parties may come and sub- 
mit their differences without incurring the expenses of suits at law. 

We are rejoiced to find Lord BrouGHam once more employed 
in his proper sphere—usefully for his country and honourably for 
himself. Why should he waste his time and tarnish his reputa- 
tion by political intrigues? Supposing, which is not very likely, 
that he should even attain to the Premiership—how deplorably blind 
he must be to imagine that he could hold it for a twelvemonth! 

There is another lawyer—Sir Joun CampsBe.xt, the present 
Solicitor-General—who appears to great advantage in Parliament, 
where féw of his profession have shone as reformers of abuses, 
The possession of office does not seem to have narrowed his mind, 
or brought on the forgetfulness of former principles. It would be 
difficult, we think,.to point out any law-officer of the Crown in 
whose praise so much can be fairly said, since the time when Sir 
SamMvuEL Romi. ty, eight-and-twenty .years ago, held the office 
of Solicitor-General. : : 

Almost every man at one. period or another of his life has 
been put to inconvenience by the confused and shameful state 
of our parochial registers. _The Dissenters more especially 
are aggrieved by the refusal to receive the registers kept by their 
ministers as evidence in a court of justice of the birth or death of 
the members of their congregations. A remedy is about to be ap- 
plied to these evils. Mr. WiLks has obtained a Select Committee 
to inquire into the state of our system of parochial registration, 
and a bill is shortly to be introduced to make it Simple and 
effective. 

We observe that three petitions have been presented during the 
week urging Parliament to pass the Irish Suppression Bill with- 
out delay. Mr. Esrcourt, on Thursday, presented one to this 
effect from certain traders in Dundee, which was strongly supported 
by Mr. Horatio Ross. The petitioners, it appears, are astonished 
and angry at the resolute opposition which the Irish members. 
make to this bill. They would have them, forsooth, lie down quietly 
and suffer Mr. STANLEY to ride rough-shod over their prostrate, 
necks,—just as their own countrywoman, in the feudal times 
when the chieftain’s privilege of “ pit and gallows” existed, called 
upon her husband to come down quietly from his fastness and be 
hanged, for fear he should “anger the laird.” So the Irish, we 
presume, were expected to take the Suppression Bill with thank- 
fulness, and pass it in a‘hurry, lest a worse thing should befall 
them. Truly the impudence of these cold-hearted traders is mar- 
vellous ! 

The Bill, however, such as it is, has been recommitted ; some 
additional clauses have been tacked to it, and some recently dis- 
covered blunders corrected—all of them unimportant. It was 
read a third time last night, by a majority of 345 to 86 ; and will 
be sent back to the Lords for their “most sweet voices’—their 
opinions may be dispensed with, in consideration of the approach- 
ing holydays. 

Sir Francis Vincent has introduced a bill to amend the law 
of libel,—a law which certainly requires amendment as much as 
any on the statute-book. He proposes to do away with ex officio 
informations—to exempt all booksellers or publishers from penal- 
ties for inadvertently selling a libel—to leave the justice of the 
allegations in all cases to the sole judgment of a Jury—to repeal 
that part of one of the Six Acts which compels persons publish- 
ing newspapers to enter into bonds themselves and to find securi- 
ties for good conduct—with several other provisions all tending ta 
mitigate the severity of the law. The proposed bill seems to be 
a good one as far as it goes. 





General SeBAsTIAn1 has joined the French Ministry; but does 
not take any particular department, on account of his infirm state 
of health. He was strongly urged to this step by the Duke pg 
Broeuiz. The latest Pepets from soe are of rumours of 
the retirement of the present Ministry, and the formation.of.a new 
one, of which M. Dupin is the head; but much or@dit does: 
appear to be attached to these reports, althouga taey e¥e 2 
the effect of lowering the French Funds, ee oe Y 
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1,500 men in their last attack upon the city,-on the 4th instant, 
The weather had become-mild, and vessels were enabled to land a 
considerable quantity of provisions for the relief of the besieged. 

The Queen of Spaitv/has succeeded in procuring the banishment 
of Don Car.os, with the Princess of Beira, sister of Don Mieuet, 
from Madrid. They took their departure early on the morning: of 
the 16th instant. This is considered a great triumph on the part 
of the Liberals; but on the other hand, one of the leaders of their 
party, the Count pz Puvon Rosrro, has been likewise sent into a 
sort. of honourable banishment, at Pampeluna, of which city he is 
made Governor. ZEA BermMupez and the Queen are said to be 
endeavouring to create a party of the Juste Milieu. 





The news from the East is contradictory. It is affirmed, on the 
one hand, that IsrAnHAm Pacua is satisfied with the terms pro- 
posed by the Sultan; on the other, that he has rejected them 
scornfully, and only waits instructions from his father to proceed 
to Constantinople. It appears certain that ,he has taken possession 
of Smyrna. The Russian fleet is still in the Bosphorus; and it 
is doubtful how long it will remain there. Altogether, it would 
appear that the Russians, French, English, and Egyptians, are 
waiting for instructions from their respective Governments, in 
order to determine the fate of the Sultan. 


The newspapers of Kingston, Jamaica, contain a proclamation 
by the King, accompanied by a circular from the Governor's Secre- 
tary, Mr. Yorke, against certain associations which the planters 
and other White inhabitants of Jamaica have entered into, for the 
purpose of forcibly sending out of the island all religious teachers 
who do not belong to the Established Church. All persons who 
_— in belonging to these associations, are to be reported to the 

vernor ; and if they hold any office, civil or military, under the 
Crown, they are to be immediately dismissed therefrom. The Co- 
Yonists set the proclamation at defiance, and continue to hold their 
illegal meetings. Very intemperateand abusive language towards 
Lord MuterAvE appears to be publicly used in Kingston. 


Mr. Hug, in his speech on the Army Estimates last Wednes- 
day, alluded to the satisfactory state of public feeling in Canada: 
he said, that in consequence of the wise policy which had lately 
been adopted for the government of that Colony, four out of the 
five thousand troops now stationed there might be safely recalled. 
At is well known, that much discontent has prevailed in Upper 
Canada, in consequence of some arbitrary, and,as the people main- 
tained, corrupt practices on the part of the Colonial authorities. 
In answer to these complaints, Lord Gopericn, on the 8th of 
November last, transmitted a despatch to Sir Joun CoLpurne, 
the Governor of Upper Canada, the contents of which were highly 
pleasing to the Colonists. He therein states the anxiety of Go- 
vernment, that the people should be fairly and fully represented 
in the Colonial Legislature ; that they should be allowed to pay 
their representatives for their attendance in it; that no persons 
should be excluded from any civil rights on account of religious 
scruples about taking oaths; that the funds arising from Crown 
Jands should be placed under the control of the Legislature ; that 
a full disclosure should be made of the mode in which the public 
funds are disposed of ; and that there should be no undue inter- 
ference with elections, or jobbing and favouritism in the allotment 
of Crown lands. Lord Goprericu also recommends, that care 
should be taken to preserve the liberty of the press entire; and 
declares that to show any undue preference to the Clergy of the 
Established Church, in any respect, is contrary to the express in- 
structions and wishes of Government. He strongly urges the 
Legislature to take the necessary means for securing the inde- 
pendence of the Judges; and says that the Government at home 
will wait for the advice of the Colonial Legislature, before taking 
any steps to endow Jiterary or religious institutions. 

These instructions, which gave so much satisfaction to the Co- 
lonists, enraged the subordinate officers of the Government ; who 
proposed, in the House of Assembly, to send the despatch back 
again—to throw it under the table—and not to print a line of 
it. Of course the House rejected these wise propositions. But 
‘we suspect that Ministers will find it necessary to intrust the exe- 


cution of their politic and wise plans to other hands than those in 
which it is now placed. 





The retirement of Lord DurHAm was only the prelude to other 
important changes in the Ministry. It was at first said that Lord 
Car .isLz, already a member of the Cabinet, would step into the 
vacant office of Lord Privy Seal. But the absolute necessity of 
removing Mr. Strantey from the Irish Secretaryship rendered that 
arrangement inconvenient. The accommodating Lord Goprricu 
has therefore been quietly transferred from the Colonial Office to 
the easy care of the Privy Seal; Mr. Srantry is to succeed Lord 
Gopericu ; Sir Joun Hosnovsz is to be Irish Secretary ; and 
Mr. Epwarp Et ice has been prevailed upon once more to join 
the Ministry of Earl Grey, and to succeed Sir Joun Hosuovuse 
as Secretary at War. 

It remains to be seen whether this arrangement will work well. 
The removal of Mr. Staniey from the Government of Ireland is 
- atleast a good point gained. The Irish would endure him no 

-longer; and of this the Cabinet have lately been made aware. 

He may do better at the Colonial Office: he must, however, keep 

@ strict guard over ‘his fiery temper, and a steady hand upon the 








mischief-making subordinates of that @epartment. Nothing, we 
understand, can be much worse than its management in the recent 
discussions with the West Indians. 

Sir Jonn Hosnovse has the reputation of being an active, 
clear-headed, prudent man of business. We have no doubt that 
he will prove a much better Irish Secretary than his predecessor. 
If he is not so efficient a debater as Mr. Sranvey, he has had 
more experience, and is gifted with a sounder discretion. Happy 
wouldit have been for Ireland, for the Ministry, for Mr. SrANLEY's 
reputation, and it may be for Sir Joun’s own, if the arrangement 
which has just been made had taken place when it was first spoken 
of—that is, before the general election. In that case, there is 
every reason to believe that the Suppression Bill would never 
have been heard of. Ireland would have remained in a state of 
comparative quiet; the West India question would have been 
equitably arranged; a reduction in the Army Estimates would 
have been easily made; and all the other important subjects which 
have been put aside to make room for the discussion of the Sup- 
pression Bill, would have made considerable progress towards a 
settlement. Indeed, Mr. Sran.ey, the country has much to thank 
you for. ‘ ’ 

The return of Mr. Exuice to office is a good symptom. He is 
well known to be a thorough despiser of all trickery and trim- 
ming. His retirement from office raised a suspicion unfavourable 
to the Ministry, and his return to it leads us to hope that matters 
are getting in a better train again. 





Debates and Proceedings in Parliament. 

1. Pustic Exrenpirure; Navy Estimates. When the question 
was put, on Monday, that the House should resolve itself into a Com- 
mittee of Supply, 

Mr. Hume rose to oppose the motion. He was anxious to ascertain 
from Ministers whether they intended to propose any reduction of tax- 
ation. Lord Althorp had carefully abstained from giving any informa- 
tion on this point. But every member who had any thing like a 
popular constituency was pledged to economy and a reduction of tax- 
ation; and he thought that the proper time to redeem that. pledge was 
before they voted the Supplies for the year. It was clear that there 
would be no reduction of taxation without a reduction of expenditure ; 
for although the deficiency of the former year’s revenue was in part 
made up by the surplus of 600,000/. which had accrued up to 5th 
January 1833, still there remained a deficiency of nearly half a million 
on the two years. He maintained that the number of 27,000 men for 
the Naval service of the year was unnecessary. The Finance Com- 
mittee had recommended extensive reduction both in the Army and the 
Navy in times of peace. Now, that there was no danger of external 
war, was admitted by Ministers. The establishments ought, there- 
fore, to be reduced. He was prepared to show, that notwithstanding 
the great amount of taxes which had been taken off since 1817, still as 
many ounces of gold and wheat were actually paid now as in 1814, 
1815, and 1816, when ‘the taxes amounted to 69,000,000/. a year. He 
concurred in the reestablishment of the money standard; but he had 
always said that the expenditure of the country ought to be brought 
down to the same level. 

He had made a statement in 1826, which showed that the average of wheat 
paid in taxes during the three years commencing in 1813 and ending in 1815, 
was 15,853,000 quarters, and that the average of the three years from 1823 to 
1825 was 17,434,000 quarters. Yet between those two periods there had been 
taxes taken off to the amount of 17,000,000/. in money. So that it appeared there 
had been an actual increase in the taxation of 107. per cent., though the nominal 
taxes in the latter period were only 52,000,000/., while they amounted to 
69,000,000/. during the former period. Then, as to gold—it had risen in 
value; so that the same value of it was paid in taxes during the years 1823, 
1824, and 1825, as had been paid during the years 1814, 1815, and 1816. 

The capability of the people to pay ought also to be taken into ac- 
count. Now crime sprang from poverty, and the increase of poverty 
was shown by the great increase of the number of crimes during the 
last ten or twelve years. 

He complained of the increase in the number of Marines, which was 
now to be 9,000, although for six years, from 1817 to 1823, they had 
been on an average only 4,000. With regard to the Army, he consi- 
dered that there could be no possible reason for keeping up more than 
55,000 men, but Ministers asked for 89,000. 

The whole amount of men composing the,three descriptions of our forces ex- 
ceeded 120,000. Adding to this number the Military Staff, the Volunteers, 
and the Yeomanry, making altogether an additional armed force of nearly 
60,000 men, there would altogether be found to be the enormous body of 
180,000 armed men. There could be no possible necessity or excuse for main- 
taining such a monstrous force as this. 

He concluded, by moving the two following resolutions— 


1, “ That it is expedient, before voting the Estimates for the Naval and Military Es- 
tablishments for the public service of the year, that this House should be informed of 
the state of the Finances of the country, and whether any and what relief is to be 
afforded to the people from the burden of taxation, in order that the establishments 
may be suited thereto,” 


2. “ That it is imperative on this House to require a large reduction of taxation, as 
the best means of affording relief to the country.” 


Lord Atruorr contended, that the plan which Ministers had adopted 
with regard to bringing forward the Estimates, was in accordance with 
the views of the Finance Committee ; which were to cut down the ex- 
penditure as low as was prudent and practicable, and then to vote the 
money. He reminded Mr. Hume, that although there had certainly 
been a deficiency of revenue, there had also been a great reduction of 
taxation ; and he thought that he took a too gloomy view of the finan- 
cial state of the country altogether. He concluded by saying, that the 
proper principle to be adopted was, to vote what was requisite for the 
service of the year, without regard to the balance-sheet of last year. 

Mr. Rosrnson contended, that full information on the general state 
of the finances ought to be given before voting the Supplies. 

Mr. Herries would not vote for Mr. Hume’s resolutions, although 
he agreed with many of his observations, which had not been answered 
by Lord Althorp. He thought that no benefit had been derived from 
the change in the financial year, and considered that, notwithstanding 
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the quarter was not ended, Lord Althorp might very well have made 


the general statement which was called for. One quarter made very 
little difference in such a vast revenue as ours. 

Sir James Grauam said, that Mr. Herries’s statement before the 
Committee of Finance was inconsistent with what he had now told the 
House. He had told the Finance Committee that the revenue of the 
state must be made to meet the exigencies of the state. 

Mr. Herrtes here said, that he had never meant to exonerate the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer from making a financial statement previ- 
ously to voting the Estimates. He only asked for an exposé of the 
Ways and Means as regarded these Estimates alone. 

Sir James Granam wished to know what would be the advantage 
of such a statement, when it was laid down as a principle that the re- 
venue should always be adopted to the expenditure? The Navy Esti- 
mates had been laid upon the table two days after the meeting of Par- 
liament ; and out of about forty returns moved for by Mr. Hume, only 
two had been refused. 

Mr. D. W. Harvey said, it was evident that no exposition of the 
financial state of the country would be wrung from Ministers; there- 
fore the House must wait patiently. When it was made, however, he 
anticipated that it would be such as to remove all gloomy impresssions 
—that it would prove to be an agreeable surprise. 

Mr. Hume withdrew his motion, as there seemed to be a difference 
of opinion as to the propriety of bringing it forward at this time. 

The House then resolved itself into a Committee of Supply. 

Sir James Granam rose to move the Navy Estimates. He was 
aware that an attention to economy had been strongly urged upon the 
members of the House by their constituents ; and he could safely assert, 
that Government had done, and were determined to do, their utmost 
to reduce the expenditure of the country. With regard to the reduc- 
tion of expenditure generally, he would refer to the statement of the 
Finance Committee ; who had pointed out what part of the expendi- 
ture was, and what was not, susceptible of reduction. The average 
annual expenditure for the five years preceding 1827, was 55,744,8631. ; 
of which the interest and charges of the Debt, the Civil List, Pensions, 
and Deadweight, amounted to 35,952,8302.; leaving only about 
20,000,000/. on which any reduction could be made. During the last 
five years, this sum of twenty millions had been gradually reduced to 
sixteen millions; of the four millions thus reduced, three millions had 
been saved out of the Naval and Military expenditure of the country ; 
and further, of those three millions, one million had been saved by the 
present Government. The reduction in the Navy Estimates of the 
present year, as compared with those of the preceding year, would be 
220,500/. ; which was principally effected in the wages and victuals to 
seamen, timber and materials, civil establishments, and wages to ar- 
tificers. The reduction in these items, as compared with 1831, was no 
less than 1,212,417/. ‘Che debt of the Navy arose from the circum- 
stance, that though the money for the wages of the seamen was voted 
annually, yet they were only paid as their ships arrived from foreign 
stations, and from the practice of drawing bills for them at long dates 
from abroad. This debt in 1830, was 1,314,0602. ; in 1831, 1,317,7244. ; 
but in 1832, was reduced to 977,1792.; and Sir James trusted that he 
should be able to reduce it still further before the end of the year. He 
then proceeded to reply to the assertion of Captain Yorke, made on 
the 15th February last, that “‘ he had visited the dockyards at Ports- 
mouth, and found them swept quite clean, so much so that if a first- 
rate man of war had come in to refit, he doubted whether she would 
have a topmast, or three spare yards.” Now, Sir James said, that he 
had on the very day the charge was made, sent down for a return of the 
description of stores, referred to by Captain Yorke, then actually in the 
dockyards. From the return made to him, it appeared that the stock 
was very abundant; and, among other articles, there were 70 topmasts, 
and 51 topsailyards fit for ships of the line. A similar charge made by 
the Duke of Wellington, respecting the stock of stores, was equally 
unfounded ; in building-timber, hemp, cordage, anchors, and chain 
cables, there was a considerably larger stock on hand in 1882 than he 
found in 1830, when the Duke quitted office; in canvass alone was 
there any decrease of stock, while there was nearly two years’ con- 
sumption in store of that article also. The amount expended in stores 
during the three years ending 1829, was less than that expended during 
the three years ending in 1833, by 147,7901. ; and the amount of yictual- 
ling stores and provisions purchased in 1831 and 1832 exceeded the 
amount consumed by 38,537/. He explained the loss which the public 
suffered by overpurchasing stores, especially salt provisions: in 1806, 
10,357 tierces of salt meat had been sold by auction for 22,662/., and 
in a subsequent period of the same year 13,000 tierces had been pur- 
chased for 68,250/., thus making a loss to the public of 45,5887. The 
Hialf-pay had been reduced during the last two years by the sum of 
41,6431. or about 20,000/. per annum. The promotions had been con- 
siderably reduced in number. He could not, he regretted to say, pro- 
pose any reduction in the number of sailors, which ought to be the same 
this re as the last, namely 18,000 Seamen and 9,000 Marines. The 
number of our ships in 1778 was 440, being 92 more than at the present 
time ; in 1793, we had 488, being 140 more than now. But though the 
number had been lessened, the size of the vessels was increased, and 
the number of men necessary to be employed was consequently greater. 
He would just mention what was the present naval force of France, 
Russia, and America. France had 31 sail of the line and 37 frigates ; 
Russia, 36 sail of the line and 28 frigates; America 8 sail of the line 
and 10 frigates. He quoted the report of the American Secretary of 
the Navy, dated 3d December last, to prove that the Americans were 
well aware of the necessity of being prepared with naval stores, and of 
the danger of too great reduction in their naval expenditure. He justi- 
fied the keeping up of a large naval force, on the ground of the necessity 
of protecting our commerce and maintaining our present superiority in 
all parts of the world; and concluded by moving— 

“ That it is the opinion of this Committee that 27,000 men, including 
Marines, should be voted for the service of the N avy for thirteen lunar months, 
ending 31st March 1834.” 

Captain Yorke said, that he had made his statement respecting the 
deficiency of stores from ocular inspection. They must have been re- 


. Moved out of sight. The Spartiate came in to refit, and was. obliged 


to take out a foremast from the Nelson for that purpose, He con- 





demned the appointment of Captain Symonds to an office which no 
naval person had ever filled before. He considered that Sir H. Neale 
ought not to have been refused the command at Portsmouth because he 
had been returned to Parliament. , 

Sir E. Coprincton believed the dockyards to be in a better state, 
as regards efficiency, than at any former period. He objected to the 
mode in which pensions were granted. 

In looking over the list of pensions and allowances, he found it stated that the 
honourable G. A. C. Stapylton received 1,000/. a year for fifty-nine years of 
service; and Mr. John Jackson, Master-Attendant at Plymouth,’ 4430. for 
thirty-two years of service. He knew that both these gentlemen were in service 
fifty-five years ago; and he did not understand the reason why, in the one case, 
the number of the years of service was increased, and in the other decreased. 
He also saw the name of Mr. Marshall W. Clifton, to which a pension of 6602. 
a year was attached for twenty-seven years of good service. He really did not 
believe that the gentleman was old enough to have served that term; and yet 
the 6601. a year which he received was pretty nearly 1002. a year more than he 
(Sir E. Codrington) was entitled to, who had been in the service of his country 
since 1785. Mr. Croker was entitled at the end of five years’ service to retire 
with a pension of 1,5002. ayear. Now on what ground could the grarit of such 
a large pension as that be justified; He did not think that the circumstance 
of that gentleman having been in the receipt of a great income when in office, 
was any reason for giviug him a large annual allowance on his retirement. But 
this was not all: he found that Miss Rosamond Croker also received out ofthe 
aay purse 3002. a year. Now, he would state a case to the House, to which 
1e begged to call their serious attention. It was the case of a lady, tlie sister of 
three distinguished officers, all of whom died while engaged in the actwal service 
of their country. She was left with the children of one of her brothers to pro- 
vide for, and she was also obliged to contribute to the support of an aged father ; 
yet not one farthing did the Government, even after repeated applications, grant 
to that lady, in consideration of the services of her gallant relations, until his 
present Majesty was appointed Lord High Admiral, when by his kindness she 
was put in possession of 50/. a year. Now he begged to put the case of this 
young lady in contrast with that of Miss Rosamond Croker. ( Cheers. ) 

Sir Robert Seppings, he said, had been fifty years in the service, yet 
he was put down as having served only thirty-nine years, that, his pen- 
sion might be only 7607. He mentioned the case of Mr. Wickham as 
one of great hardship. He had received five wounds at the battle. of 
Navarino, and had been round the world with Captain Parry, and yet 
was still suffered to remain one of that ill-used body the Captains’ 
Clerks. He thought that the power assumed by the Admiralty, of 
dismissing officers against whom no charge had been brought before a 
court-martial, and retaining others in the teeth of a verdict against 
them, ought to be better regulated. 

In 1819, Mr. George Booth, who had been a purser for twenty-seven years, 
sent into the Admiralty a certificate of his service, signed by Lord Exmouth. 
On attending at the Admiralty, he was, in consequence of some incorrectness in 
the signature, charged by Mr. Croker with forgery ; and happening to be stout 
and somewhat of an irritable disposition, he obliged Mr. Croker to seek shelter 
by flight, notwithstanding that Sir George Cockburn came to his aid. ( Zaugh- 
ter.) Well, this gentleman, because he would not quietly submit to be called 
a forger, was erased from the Navy List ; and was only restored in consequence 
of a remonstrance made by a member of that House, who threatened to 
bring the case before Parliament. The other instance he would allude 'to was 
of a very different description. It was the case of a purser, who was convicted 
of robbery by a court-martial, and who was notwithstanding, retained on the 
list for two years after his conviction. 

Sir Edward then proceeded to defend himself against an old charge 
respecting the transmission of some thousands of Greek slaves through 
the fleet at Navarino, which Sir Rober Peel had stated to have been 
permitted contrary to the orders of Government, received by Sir Ed- 
ward within forty-eight hours of that event. Now, the despatch al- 
luded to by Sir Robert was dated twenty-eight days after he had him- 
self given information respecting these slaves, and did not contain a 
syllable on the subject, or respecting the events which led to the battle 
of Navarino. 

Mr. Goutzurn defended Mr. Croker against the aspersions of Sir 
E. Codrington. Mr. Croker had been in office, not five only, but 
twenty-three years, nine of which were during a tremendous war. He 
richly merited his pension. 

Sir E. Coprincron said, that by the official list Mr. Croker’s term 
of service was stated at five years; but, ‘“ God knows, every officer in 
the service is aware that he was many, very many years in office.” 
(Laughter.) 

Sir Rosert PEEL complained of Sir E. Codrington’s unexpected 
attack upon him, on such authority as that of Galignani’s Messenger. 
He really could not recollect distinctly what he had said so long ago. 
In common courtesy, he ought to have received notice of the charge 
which was to be brought against him. He would refer to the Mirror 
of Parliament, and to his private papers, and would be prepared to meet 
Sir Edward on some future occasion. 

Sir E. Coprincrton said, he would take care to repeat the question 
on the next convenient opportunity. 

Mr. Hume could not, for the soul of him, see on what ground Mi- 
nisters could justify themselves in keeping up such an enormous amount 
of Naval force. America possessed a commerce very nearly equal to 
ours, and yet six vessels of war efficiently protected her commerce all 
over the world; while we kept up 118 fully equipped sail of the line, 
exclusive of transports. He proposed, as an amendment, that the pre- 
sent vote be reduced from 27,000 Seamen to 20,000,—a force at least 
equal to the wants of the country. 

Mr. G. Youne said, that if no other person brought the subject of 
impressment forward, he would do so himself, with a view to put a 
stop to it. . 

The Committee divided: for Mr. Hume’s amendment, 44; against 
it, 8347; Ministerial majority, 303. . 

Mr. Hume then proposed to reduce the vote before the Committee 
(for 955,2201.) by the sum of 6,910. This amendment was sole] 
aimed at Marine sinecures—the offices of General, Major. General, 
and four Colonels of Marines, which were undeniable sinecures. 

Sir James Granam denied that these were sinecures. These Ma- 
rine appointments were filled by Naval men, as best acquainted with 
the discipline necessary to be kept up in board men of war. — 

Mr. Sanprorp, Mr. N. Catvert, Mr. Perre, Lord Esrineton, 
Mr. Piumprre, Colonel Hay, and Sir R. Price, opposed the amend- 
men. Mr. O’ConneLt and Mr. GisBorNE suppotted it. ~*~ * 
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Mr. Briscoxr said, he would vote for the amendment, as a means of 
oe what he now considered to be a wrong vote which he gave on 
a former occasion, in opposition to the motion of the member for Mid- 
dlesex for the abolition ef sinecures, 

Mr. Hume said, it was impossible to satisfy the nice scruples of all 
honourable members. Some members asked him to point out a case 
of abuse, and yet they voted against him on a former occasion when he 
brought forward the abominable case of Lord Augustus Fitzclarence. 

A Member, on the Ministerial side, said that he would join with 
Mr. Hume in voting against any case that could be proved to be one of 
abuse. 

Mr. Hume said, there was always a loophole by which members 
could escape. No sinecures, either Civil, Military, or Naval, ought to 
be continued; and he hoped, notwithstanding the strange indications 
which he observed around him, that they would not survive the present 
session. 

The Committee divided : for Mr. Hume's amendment, 83; against 
it, 223; Ministerial majority, 140. 

The original vote for 955,220/. was then agreed to. 

The sum of 438,004/. was then voted for victuals for Seamen and 
Marines. 

The House resumed, and the Chairman reported progress. Ad- 
journed at two o'clock. 


2. Army Estimates. On Wednesday, the House having resolved 
itself into a Committee of Supply, Sir Joun Hosuouse rose to move 
the Army Estimates. He would confine himself, at that time, to ask- 
ing for a vote for the number of men only; which he was sorry to say 
was not less than last year. The reductions which had been steadily 
going on in his department for several years previously to his taking 
office—reductions which would average 276,000/. for many years—ren- 
dered it impossible for him to make such a flourishing statement as had 
been made by Sir James Graham. He had, however, in the face of 
many difficulties, reduced the expenditure below what it was last year 
by the sum of 206,712/. 8s. 2d. In some instances the expenses were 
more, in others less; all was fairly stated in the accounts, without 
mystification. The forces this year, at home and abroad, exclusive of 
India, were 78,503; and were thus distributed—in Great Britain, 
21,783; Ireland, 23,135; abroad, 33,585. Sir John then went into 
statements of considerable length, to show that the increase in the 
number of troops since 1792 had by no means kept pace with the in- 
crease of territory and population ; and that the cost of the Army bore 
a smaller proportion to the whole revenue of this country than that of 
any of the principal European powers or the United States. He ad- 
mitted that he could not reduce the Estimates to the same amount as 
he found them when he took office. A sense of duty to his country, 
under its present circumstances, would not allow him to be as econo- 
mical as his predecessors. He considered that, without laying it down 
as a rule that we ought always to regulate the size of our Army by 
that of other countries, still it was advisable to maintain the same front 
that we had done in former days. He concluded by moving a vote of 
89,419 men for the Army of 1833. 

Mr. Hume would put it to the House, whether, at the late hour of 
twelve o'clock, it would be advisable to proceed with the discussion. 
—_ of “ Oh! oh!) He was himself prepared to go on with the 

iscussion ; but, in accordance with the wishes of several of his friends, 
who had to attend Committees in the morning, he would suggest that 
it should be postponed. 

Lord AttHorr would not agree to any postponement. 

’ Mr. Hume proceeded to argue against an increase in the Army Esti- 
mates beyond what had been sanctioned by the Duke of Wellington,— 
a good judge, it must be admitted, of what number of troops were ne- 
cessary for maintaining the dignity and power of the empire unim- 
paired at home and abroad. The effective force this year would cost 
more by 56,000/. than the forces at any time under the Wellington Ad- 
ministration. He objected to the continuance of so large a force in 
the Canadas. One thousand men would be quite sufficient for Ca- 
nada; the other four thousand might well be spared. The wise change 
of policy which had been made in the government of that colony had 
conciliated the people ; and in fact, he was informed that there was no 
necessity for a single soldier there. “There were 33,000 men in the 
Colonies at present; they might very safely be reduced to 25,000. 
If the Government were to do away with the Established Church in 
Ireland, the 30,000 men now stationed in that country would not be 
needed. In Ireland, besides the regular force, there was a body of Po- 
lice amounting to 7,000 men, besides Yeomanry and Militia. He would 
move, that the Army should be reduced to the same number which it 
was in 1830, and which the Duke of Wellington thought sufficient. 

€¥f the House,” said Mr. Hume in conclusion, ‘ will go with me in opinion 
—and God knows how far honourable members will be inclined to go, for at pre- 
sent they seem more inclined to go to sleep—( Laughter )—they will support me 
in my amendment to the motion before them. I think that the number of men 
to be voted for the service of the year ought not to be more than was maintained 
duriag the Administration of the Duke of Wellington. There are, indeed, many 
reasons why it should be less; for the Continent is not so disturbed, and there 
is not 80 much probability of war now as there was then. I shall, however, 
content myself with moving that the Army be reduced to the standard of 1830 ; 
and shall therefore conclude by moving,—‘ That the Land Forces be reduced to 
81,164 men,’ being the establishment maintained by the Duke of Wellington.” 

Major Braucterk seconded the amendment. 

Lord AurHorr opposed it; on the ground that, in the present state 
of Ireland and the Colonies, it would be imprudent to reduce the num- 
ber of our land forces. ‘ 

Mr. Warsurton suggested, that the division should be taken on the 
money grant, and not on the number of men. 

Mr. Wynn was opposed to keeping up a large standing army because 
the Continental nations kept them up. Seventeen years ago, he and 
Lord Althorp had opposed that principle with success. In the state of 
this country and of the Colonies, he admitted there might be good rea- 
son for keeping up a large army. 

The amendment was negatived; and the vote of 89,419 men was 

eed to, upon the understanding that the debate and division should 
take place on the grant of money. 

The House adjourned at a quarter past two o'clock. 





3. Taxation. Mr. G. Roninson, on Tuesday, moved “ that a 
Select Committee be a yee to consider and revise our existing 
taxation, with a -view to the repeal of those burdens which press most 
heavily upon productive industry, and the substitution of an equitable 
tax on property in lieu thereof.” He supported this motion in a speech 
of great length, in which he advocated the necessity of yielding to the 
almost universal wish of the country by reducing taxation. But when 
he considered how necessary it was to support public credit, and the 
efficiency of the national establishments, he came to the conclusion, 
that the only way in which the labouring classes could be 1elieved 
would be by repealing those taxes which pressed most heavily upon 
articles of consumption, and the substitution of a property-tax. He 
quoted the opinion of Mr. Huskisson, Mr. Powlett Thomson, Lord 
Althorp, and Mr. Bankes, in support of his proposition. He main. 
tained that poverty and crime had greatly increased ; and that when 
the Spring work was completed, the temporary stimulus which it com- 
municated to trade in some places would fail, and great distress would 
again overspread the land. He reminded Lord Althorp that he and 
Mr. P. Thomson had been tellers, on a divison which took place in 
March 1830, upon a motion of a similar tendency to the one which he 
now proposed; and he was curious to hear on what ground Lord 
Althorp would oppose a principle which he then strenuously advocated. 
Mr. Robinson then proceeded to state his plan. 

The taxes which he proposed should be repealed or reduced were—the whole 
of the Assessed Taxes, the taxes on Brick, Tiles, Glass, Hops, Malt, Paper, 
Soap, Starch, and Stone Bottles ; one half of the Sugar-duties, and one half of 
the duties on Tea; the duties on Cotton, Wool, and the taxes on Newspapers 
and Advertisements. All these were taxes bearing most heavily oa the Jabour- 
ing and middle classes. 

By the repeal of the taxes above-mentioned, the loss to the revenue 
would be 15,700,000/. 

From this, however, they must deduct the sum of 500,000/., which," by his 
calculation, might be reduced in the collection of taxes. Another sum of 
500,0002. he calculated would result from the increased consumption of sugar, 
and the sum of 400,000/. from the increased consumption of tea, and a fourth 
sum of 310,0002. which would arise from the increased consumption of other 
articles. Adding these four sums together, there would be produced the sum of 
1,710,0002. ; which, deducted from the supposed total loss to the revenue of 
15,710,000/., would leave the amount of 14,000,000/. ; and this amount he pro- 
posed to raise by the tax on property. 

He was aware that a property-tax would press heavily upon men of 
landed estates ; but they should recollect that they would be relieved 
from the Assessed Taxes and the duties on Malt and Hops. He did 
not consider it faic that many men who lived at club-houses and pos- 
sessed large fortunes should escape direct taxation, in the way they did 
at present. These persons generally held money in the Funds, the 
payment of the interest on which caused so much of the existing 
distress. With regard to the manner in which the property-tax should 
be levied— 

He should suggest 4 graduated tax of a per centage upon realized property of 
every description. He would have it on a graduated scale, so that a man with 
only 2002. a year should not pay at the same rate with a man of 20,0007. a year. 
He would not at present mention the amount of his graduated scale, lest he 
should frighten the 20,0007. a year gentlemen. 

He by no means thought that if his motion were carried against the 
Government they were bound to retire; but he trusted that they would 
find means to ease the burdens of the country—to lessen the pressure, 
if not to diminish the amount of taxation. 


Mr. Warsurton seconded the motion. He objected the other 
evening to the extensive and diffuse nature of the inquiry proposed by 
Mr. Attwood, but he approved of the principle of this motion, which 
was specific enough to engage the attention of a Committee. He was 
quite aware of the complicated nature of our system of taxation, and 
the difficulty of meddling with it to advantage. 

Thus, to allude only to Auction-duties, which Mr. Cobbett had on a former 
evening brought under notice—if they were taken off, would not all the shop- 
keepers who paid heavy House and Window-taxes immediately complain? 
Would they not say that they were subject to heavy taxes for every thing they 
sold in their shops, while those who sold by auction, and kept up no establish- 
ments, were exempt from such duties? He stated this as an example to show, 
that however important it was to give facility to the transfer of property, it was 
not so easy to make pes as to propose them. This was only a sample of the 
complicated system which had extended itself over the whole country. 

He was not quite clear as to the nature of Mr. Robinson’s proposal, 
whether it was one to tax property alone, or property and income also. 

He would say, that if the tax on property were to be permanent, if it were 
not merely a war-tax, it would not be doing any injustice to tax income as well 
as property. If such a tax were permanent, it ought to fall on annuitants as 
well as others, for it would only touch them as long as they received the annuity. 
The objections chiefly made to the tax formerly, were that it was unequal to tax 
property and income ; but make the system permanent, and not temporary—let 
it not be merely a war-tax—and that objection would disappear. Without enter- 
ing into any question as to the propeisty of taxing small incomes, though per- 
haps small incomes should be exempt, he saw no injustice in taxing income de- 
rived from Funded as well as other property. 

Mr. Ricardo had preposed to pay off the National Debt by a tax upon 
every species of property; but this plan was impracticable. A modi- 
fication of it had been proposed by a gentleman named Sayer, who had 
been employed in collecting the income-tax. He proposed to leave it 
optional with every capitalist and landlord to pay off his share of the 
National Debt— 

If the person was unable or unwilling to redeem his share, it was to remain, 
and be collected as before; but if he chose to wash his hands of this tax it was 
to be at his option to redeem it. If the subject should ever be fairly taken into 
consideration, this plan of giving landlords the option of redemption would re- 
lieve it of its impracticability, and make the scheme be thought desirable. The 
Land-tax might be taken as an illustration, the redemption of which had been 
allowed on a similar principle. 

He thought that Mr. Robinson’s plan was not extensive enough. It 
left three millions of the expenses of collecting the revenue entirely 
untouched. It was only a partial measure taking off one fourth of the 
taxes. If a property-tax were established at all, it ought to supersede 
all other taxes—to sweep away all direct taxation. 

The plan of ‘an income-tax, redeemable at option, would not be liable to any 
objections of being a breach of faith, such as was implied, he believed, in the 
motion of Mr. Attwood. It would leave all existing contracts untouched; it 
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would remove taxes from the industry of the country, and it would place these 
taxes where they could be best borne—on the large capitalist, and on the large 
landed proprietors, and on those who ought to bear the heaviest taxation. 

Lord Atruorp said, that when in 1830 he supported Mr. P. Thom- 
son’s motion for a revision of taxation, he did not vote for a property- 
tax, which was no part of the proposition. ; 

At the same time, he would fairly admit, that he had on that occasion used 
expressions such as those Mr. Robinson alluded to, and had expressed himself 
favourable to a property-tax. He knew that he had stated, that though he was 
opposed to a property-tax in 1816, yet subsequent experience taught him that it 
might be adopted. He stated then, in 1830, that this change of opinion had 
been brought about by longer experience. But since 1830, he had had a great 
deal more experience, and experience of a kind calculated to take more effect on 
his mind than any experience he had had before. 

He agreed with the principles of taxation laid down by Mr. 
Robinson. 

The taxes should certainly be removed from the labouring classes, and laid on 
property. But the difficult question was to know what taxes pressed most on 
labour. Mr. Robinson said that taxes should not be laid on articles of the 
labourers’ consumption ; but in his opinion, taxes which interfered with the 
employment of labour pressed more severely on the labourer than taxes on articles 
of his consumption. Therefore he thought, that in taking off taxes, they ought 
rather to consider whether the taxes to be removed interfered with the employ- 
ment of labour, than whether they fell on what the labourer consumed. 

He objected to the enormous amount of the reduction proposed. If 
a property-tax were laid on, it should be borne in mind that there would 
be no increased power of consumption-—no augmentation of the receipts 
into the revenue because untaxed articles were consumed in greater 
quantities. The income-tax which was taken off in 1816 produced 
14,500,0007. ; but a very disproportionate part of that sum, for many 
réasons, was produced by fixed incomes. He therefore thought that a 
tax on fixed incomes of 10 per cent. would not now produce that sum. 
He thought a property-tax was suited for a war-tax, because the facility 
for remoying property out of its reach was much less in war than in 
peace. 

Mr. Warburton had said that he would take off all indirect taxes, and substi- 
tute a property-tax. But he (Lord Althorp) was assured that any attempt to 
raise 52,000,000/. per annum by means of a property-tax, would produce such 
an effect upon capital, as would strike a most fatal blow at the prosperity of this 
country. It was proposed that this property-tax should be a graduated one. 
Now he was perfectly free to admit, that every man should pay taxes in pro- 
portion to what he enjoyed; and if it were possible to invent any system which, 
without these disadvantages, could effect that object, it would be the perfection 
of taxation. But, in reference to a graduated property-tax, he could not see 
upon what principle they were to go. It was nothing more nor less than saying 
what amount of income a man ought to have. When they laid on a greater tax 
on a man possessing 20,0001. per annum than on a man possessing ],000/. a year, 
what was it but saying that the man of 20,000/. a year had too much property ? 
If the principle were to be carried out to that extent, it would come eventually 
to the equalization of all property. Nothing could be so dangerous as to hold 
out such a prospect. 

He concluded by saying that he would give the subject his most se- 
rious consideration, but must oppose the motion. 


Mr. Consett would vote for the motion, because he wished to get 
rid of the present system ; though he thought a graduated property-tax 
neither more nor less than confiscation. 


Mr. Hume said that all taxation was confiscation. The question 
was, how to tax the community so as to inflict the smallest possible 
portion of injury upon it. Now, experience proved that a direct tax on 
property could be collected for 1 per cent., while indirect taxes cost 
from 6} to 10 per cent. in their collection. He thought that the sub- 
ject could be brought forward with more advantage from the Treasury 
Bench than by a Committee. He approved of the principles laid down 
by Lord Althorp; who, he trusted, would act upon them as speedily as 
possible. 


Colonel Torrens would support the motion. His opinion coincided 
with that of Mr. Huskisson and Mr. Ricardo, who thought that the 
industry of this country was so much oppressed that it had become ne- 
cessary to raise the public revenue by transmuting taxation from active 
to dormant capital. It was impossible to give any extensive relief to 
the nation by reducing taxation, as long as so large a sum as thirty-four 
millions annually was absorbed by the interest of the Debt and fixed 
charges. 

Relief could be obtained only by shifting taxation from industry and placing 
it upon the fixed and immovable peers which was expended without putting 
industry in motion. And here he must dissent from Lord Althorp, who had 
just said, that if the proprietors of fixed property were taxed, their revenue 
would be diminished—that they would consume less, and therefore the indirect 
taxes would become less productive. He dissented from this. If a landed pro- 
prietor who received 100,000/. a year paid 10,000/. a year as a property-tax, 
this 10,0002. a year would still exist as revenue in the hands of those to whom 
the Treasury paid it: the whole unproductive income of the country, though 
differently distributed, would remain exactly the same in amount; and the con- 
sumption could not be diminished, nor the revenue derived from indirect tax- 
ation be reduced. 

He was of opinion that a property-tax would not drive capital out of 
the country— 

Such a tax, instead of driving capital out of the country, would draw capital 
into it. What wasthe great evil of taxation? The evil consisted in this—tax- 
ation, as now imposed, took so large a portion of the produce of industry from 
the producers, that profits and wages were reduced. But if you took off all 
taxes from productive and active capital giving employment to labour, and 
placed them upon the rent of land and upon the dividends received from the 
Debt, neither profits nor wages would be reduced. On the contrary, the profits 
derived from the employment of active capital would immediately increase ; and 
to obtain the increased profits, capital would flow into the country, trade in all 
its branches would improve, and the demand for labour and the wages of the la- 
bourer would both increase. 

The rent of houses and land would consequently improve, and thus 
the dormant fund which was subject to the tax would be augmented in 
value. He maintained, moreover, that it was unjust to tax industry for 
the payment of a debt incurred for the protection of fixed property and 
dormant capital. If the present system were persevered in, a spirit of 
berg would arise greater than that which the Reform Act had 
allayed. 


Mr. Hoy said, that if fifteen millions of taxes were repealed, and the 





amount which they produced were to be distributed among the tax- 
payers, the relief would be only three farthings a day to each. 

Mr. Water would support the motion, which was very different 
from that of Mr. Attwood the other night. The people cried out 
against the present taxes. 'The Government, however, must still be 
maintained, and he thought that a graduated property-tax was the best 
means of maintaining it. Its imposition would enable them to remove 
burdens which pressed upon industry and ingenuity. 

He conceived then, upon every ground, affecting as well the popularity of the 
King’s Government as the character of the Reformed Parliament and the feel- 
ings of the whole constituency by which it had been elected, that the present 
motion ought to command the assent of his Majesty’s Ministers and the House 
of Commons. The question was ene which went home to the common sense of 
every order of men in the nation. It was eminently a practical subject ; there 
was nothing speculative, nothing fanciful, nothing Utopian in it. he people 
from one end of the kingdom to the other were anxiously looking forward to 
some measure which should conduce to their solid and permanent relief; and 
considering to what little purpose two months of the ses ion had been already 
exjended, and how small a portion of the public expectation had to that hour 
been satisfied, he feared their constituents, if a motion of this nature were re- 
jected, would ask universally, ‘Of what use is your boasted Reform ?” 

Mr. O’ConneE tt. would yote for the motion. It did not pledge 
them to a property-tax—it was merely one for inquiry; and in his 
opinion the House was bound to inquire into the distress of the 
country. 

Mr. P. Tuomson said that Mr. O’Connell could not have heard 
what the motion was which he was going to vote for. It was nota 
mere motion for inquiry. It was proposed to repeal fifteen millions of 
taxes, and substitute a tax on property in lieu thereof. Mr. Robinson 
ought to come down to the House with some feasible plan, and not 
talk vaguely about an income or property-tax. When he brought for- 
ward his motion in 1830, he expressly stated that he did not wish a 
property-tax to be imposed. Several of the taxes which he then ob- 
jected to had since been repealed. He therefore now occupied a 
different position to what he did then. He cordially agreed with what 
Lord Althorp had said respecting the disturbance and unsettling of 
great interests which would result from a change in our system of taxa- 
tion, although he was aware of the ultimate advantage of it. But it 
was necessury to proceed warily. He thought that a property-tax 
would not reach absentees—they would carry their property out of the 
country with them. The country had experienced great relief from 
reduction of taxation. 

Since the year 1819, there had been repealed taxes on articles princi- 
pally consumed by the lower classes, or which, in his opinion, was a matter of 
much more importance, on the raw material and other articles used in manu- 
factures, no less asum than 16,864,000/. Those articles had been principally 
Soap, Coffee, Tobacco, Silk, Windows, Beer, Leather, Candles, Printed Cotton, 

c. Under the present circumstances, when the revenue very little exceeded 
the expenditure, the utmost caution ought to be used on the subject. 

Mr. D. W. Harvey said, that Ministers opposed a property-tax 
most vigorously because they knew that they had a willing audience. 

The apprehensions of Mr. P. Thomson, relative to the effects of a tax -_ 
absentees, were really ludicrous. He feared that people would carry away their 
a org with them: how could they? They might sell their Funded property ; 

ut the purchasers would remain, and the tax would be payable upon the in- 
terest, no matter what the price of Consols might be. Then, with respect to 
landed property, that must remain; for absentees could not, like snails, travel 
with their houses on their backs. He approved of a graduated property: tax, 
because in that case taxation would be adapted to the means which persons pos- 
sessed to pay it. 

It had been ascertained that 10J. out of 301. which a labourer received 
went to pay taxes on articles which were necessary to his subsistence. 
Now a man of 30,0002 per annum ought by the same rule to pay 10,0000. 
in taxes. But he—the rich man—might live on 300/. per annum, 
which would provide him with the necessaries and comforts of life, 
and thus elude taxation. His property would be invested in the Funds, 
which the poor man was taxed so heavily to protect. They talked of 
‘ confiscation”—here was a system of confiscation, worthy of the atten- 
tion of Government. 

Mr. Hatcoms, amidst much interruption, declared his intention of 
supporting the motion. 

Mr. Pease thought, that the deliberations of a Committee on this 
subject would enable the House to come to a consideration of the 
Budget under more favourable circumstances than they would other- 
wise do. He would therefore support the motion. 

Mr. Rostnson said, that as he appeared to be supported by the ge~ 
neral feeling of the House, he would press his motion to a division. 

The House then divided: for Mr. Roxrnson’s motion, 155; against 
it, 221; Ministerial majority, 66. 


4. Currency Question. Mr. M. Artwoop, last night, as an 
amendment on the motion for the third reading of the Irish Distubances 
Lill, moved fora Committee to inquire how far the distress of the 
coun'ry was occasioned by the operation of our Monetary System. 
But, after some conversation with Sir Roserr Pre. and Lord Ar- 
tHoxe, relative to the propriety of bringing on the question when there 
would be more time for its discussion, he withdrew it. 


5. Inisu Disrursances Brit. The order of the day for the con- 
sideration of the report on this bill being read, on Wednesday, it was 
agreed that it should be recommitted, for the purpose of making some 
further amendments; Mr, O’ConnELL consenting not to oppose the 
bringing up of the report, although be would take the sense of the 
House on the third reading. The bill wasthen recommitted. Several 
verbal amendments were agreed to on the first, second, and third clauses. 

On the fourth clause being read, 


Mr. Suaw proposed to omit the words which prohibit the Lord- 
Lieutenant from proclaiming a district merely because tithes shall not 
have been paid in it. 

_ Mr. O’ConneExt supported the amendment. As the clause stood, 
it was nonsense,—declaring against that which, it was admitted, was 
nearly impossible. 

Sir Rozert PEt also objected to it. It was a bad specimen of the 


legislative powers of the Reformed Parliament, in this their first 
measure, 
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; Mr. STaNLey, said, that if Mr. Lambert, who proposed the altera- 
tion in the clause which it was now wished to strike out, adhered to his 
former opinion, he would divide with him. 


Mr. Lampert said, that the Irish disturbances arose from the deep- 
rooted, inextinguishable Matred of the people to the tithe system. He 
had proposed an alteration in the clause, in order to render it impossible 
to proclaim a district on accouut of the non-payment of tithes. He 
had supported the bill with this alteration, believing it to be highly ne- 
cessary. For this he had been virulently attacked in Ireland, by news- 
papers under Mr. O’Connell’s influence. He read an extract from the 
Dublin Morning Register, which abused himself, Sergeant Perrin, and 
Sir Robert Peel, for their support of the bill. [The extract is said to 
have created much laughter in the House.] He concluded by saying 
that he did not care in what shape the principle of his proviso was re- 
tained, but he adhered to the substance of the alteration which it em- 
bodied. 

The Committee divided: for the clause, 123; against it, 44; majo- 
rity, 79. The clause therefore is retained in the bill, with the proviso 
against the proclaiming of any district, on account of the non-payment 
of tithes therein. 

The 14th clause was amended so as to prevent any person being ac- 
tually transported by sentence of a court-martial, unless that sentence 
be previously confirmed by the Lord-Lieutenant; and so that the 
power of calling a court-martial should not be placed in the hands of 
“ any person authorized by the Lord- Lieutenant,” but in those of “any 
general or other officer commanding in the district” so authorized. 

The other clauses were then agreed to, with some verbal alterations. 

Upon the question that the preamble be brought up, 

Mr. O’ConnELt proposed the introduetion of a proviso into the bill, 
to suspend the exercise of the powers of the Lord-Lieutenant during 
the time of a general election, should such occur while the act was in 
operation. 

Mr. O’Dwyer and Mr. H. Grarran supported the proviso, 

Mr. Svrantey, Mr. Lampert, and Lord ALruorr opposed its in- 
troduction. 

Mr. O’ConneE ct said, that it was a farce to talk of the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant’s responsibility. If he interfered unduly in an election, and 
complaints of such interference were made in the House, it would be 
easy for the two members returned by him to get up and say, that the 
county was in a state of disturbance. He accused Lord Anglesea of 
having interfered in the Dublin election— 

When the Conservative party waited upon Sir W. Gossett, they got a direct 
promise of the support of the Government against him (Mr. O’Connell). Mr. 
Alderman Darley came direct from Sir W. Gossett and stated the fact. The 
sdme statement had been made in the newspapers by Mr. Boyton and Mr. 
West, and was never denied. On the first day of the election, Alderman Dar- 
ley and great numbers of the Police voted against him and Mr. Ruthven; but 
on the third day, when their return was certain, a proclamation, signed ‘* An- 
glesea,” appeared, protesting to Heaven that the Government had taken ino part 
in the election. ‘To that an the House were about to commit the execution 
of the bill. 

Mr. Srancey strongly denied that the Government had interfered 
at the Dublin election. Both parties were opposed to the Govern- 
ment. All interference was disclaimed by the Lord-Lieutenant in his 
memorandum, which Mr, O’Connell was pleased to call a proclama- 
tion. No man, under ordinary circumstances, would dare to impeach 
the word of Lord Anglesea. It was beneath the Government to reply 
to mere newspaper attacks. . 

Mr. Suaw said that the statement referred to was not a mere news- 
paper attack. It bore the signature of Mr. West, a gentleman of as 
high honour and integrity as ever existed. 

Mr. West had assured him of the truth of that statement, and showed him 
decuments which proved beyond the shadow of a doubt, that Mr. West was 
distinctly, unequivocally, and in as plain terms as the English language could 
express, promised the support of the Irish Government. ( Continued cheers 
Siom the Opposition.) He believed that Mr. Stanley and the Lord-Lieutenant 
were personally unconnected with the transaction. (Cheers from the Minis- 
terial benches.) Honourable members had no reason to cheer, for the docu- 
ment which the Lord-Lieutenant caused to be published in the newspaper con- 
nected with the Government, denied, not that he had personally interfered, but 
that the Government had interfered. Mr. Shaw asserted that the Government 
did interfere. He was assured of that on the word and honour of Mr. West; 
and, further, he saw the proofs of it in the handwriting of individuals holding 
the highest offices in the Irish Government. (Cheers from the Opposition. ) 
He wished not to mention the names of those individuals, but he would de so if 
Mr. Stanley asked him. 

Mr. O’ConneE tt said, that Sir William Gossett had authorized 
Alderman Darley to declare that the Government would support the 
Conservative candidates. 


Mr. Sraniry asked Mr. O’Connell if he did not know that Sir 
William Gossett had declared that he had been misunderstood by Al- 
derman Darley? He believed the fact to be, that Alderman Darley, 
having ascertained that Government would not interfere, said, “ You 
may go on safely, for you will have the support of persons under Go- 
vernment,” well knowing that those persons, if left to themselves, would 
prefer Mr. West to Mr. O’Connell. 

The Committee then divided: for Mr. O’Connell’s proviso, 72; 
against it, 214; majority, 142. 

Mr. O’Cownett proposed two clauses, which were agreed to. The 
first suspends the power of the act in a county or borough to which a 
writ has been issued for a new election during the session of Parlia- 
ment. ‘The second prohibits the Lord-Lieutenant from interfering 
with the meeting of any corporate body, according to their charter. He 
then proposed a clause, declaring that the powers of the ‘act were given 
to the present Ministers “ from peculiar confidence in them,” and that 
the powers should cease and determine with their responsibility ; with 
something about their “ mild and considerate” exercise of them; but 
the clause was not fully read, and was withdrawn amidst some laughter. 

The preamble was ‘then agreed to; the House resumed; the report 
was received; and the bill was. ordered to be read a third time on 
Friday. ; 

Last night, the order of the day for the third reading of this bill 
having been read, sui bam: ‘ ‘ee ; 


‘ 





Mr. Cray rose to oppose it. Those mongrel tribunals, half-civil,- 
half-military—that tampering with the right of petitidnand suspension . 
of the Habeas Corpus—conipelled him to give it unqualified opposition. 
He had voted for the first and second reading in the hope of seeing it 
improved in the Committee; but he had been disappointed. He ob- 
jected to the bill also on the score of its inefficiency. He remarked 
that Ministers had lost much of their popularity by supporting it, as 
was proved by the result of the Marylebone election. Their candidate 
was routed by the very same gentleman who, in a former contest, had 
been routed by their candidate. He repeated, that he would vote 
against the bill. 

Mr. WitsranamM approved of the bill generally, but objected to the 
court-martial clause. 

Mr. Cosserr proposed as an amendment, that 

‘* Seeing in this bill the substitution of military courts for courts consisting 
of judges and jurors—seeing in it the abrogation of the most precious of all the 
institutions of the country—seeing clearly that its main purpose is to keep in 
the hands of the present Aristocracy the plunder of the ancient church and the 
06 which the ancestors of that Aristocracy obtained by apostacy, and which 
nas been retained by the cruel penal laws and by the shedding of innocent blood. 
—and suspecting, moreover, that this bill is intended as a prelude to the adop- 
tion of similar measures in Great Britain, this House will read this bill a third 
time this day six months.” : 

He maintained that the great number of petitions which he and others 
had presented against the bill—those presented by himself exceeded 
fifty thousand signatures—proved that the people of this country were 
opposed to it. He would divide the House on his motion, if no other 
member than his worthy colleague, supported him. 

Mr. FIecpen seconded the amendment. : 

The Speaker suggested, that it would be proper to put the amend- 
ment in the usual way,—simply that the bill be read a third time that 
day six months. 

Mr. Povutrer opposed it; and repudiated the imputation that those 
who supported the bill wished to enslave Ireland. 

Sir Samus, Wuat.ey, though extremely unwell, could not let the 
bill pass without recording his opposition to it. He was glad to find 
that some of the worst clauses had been modified, but the alterations in 
the bill were not such as could induce him to support it. He spoke 
the sentiments of his constituents, the electors of Marylebone,—who 
had sent him to the House in opposition to all the influence of the Go- 
vernment. 

Mr. Brernarp, Mr. Jonn Youne, Sir H. Verney, and Mr. Hatt 
Dane supported the bill. Mr. Dare said he disliked the alterations 
in the court-martial clause, as they destroyed its efficiency, but left the 
odium. 

Mr. Lancpaue, Mr. Rutnven, Mr. Barron, and Mr. G. F. 
Youne opposed the bill. 

Mr. H. G. Warp was inaudible for some time. He made a ram- 
bling attack on the principal members who had opposed the bill, espe- 
cially Mr. Roebuck ; who, he said, was a more prominent agitator than 
Mr. Steele, and would throw the whole country into confusion to verify 
a proposition in the Westminster Review. The petitions against the bill 
emanated from Politigal Unions; but where were the numerous assem- 
blages who congregated together last year? where was the crowd who 
then offered up their grateful incense to the Member for Middlesex. 

Mr. Mavrice O’ConneEtt said, that if Ministers had taken as much 
pains to get up meetings this year as they did the last, there would have 
been as many. 

He knew for a fact, that last year, when Ministers had resigned, it was by 
the Political Unions set in motion by themselves that they were brought back 
into office. ( Cheers.) A friend of his had told him that at that very time he 
had met a gentleman coming from one of the Ministers with fifty franks in his 
pocket for the leaders of the different Political Unions. ( Cheers.) Letters 
were written and enclosed in those franks, and they were received by the leaders 
of the Unions, and by that means the movement was given which brought the 
Ministers back into office. (Loud and continued cheers, and vehement cries of . 
“ Name, name!” from the supporters of Ministers.) He was able to name 
and ready to do it to Lord Althorp, or any Cabinet Minister who asked him for 
it. (Renewed calls to “‘ Nume.”) He was ready at any moment to name the 
party upon that condition. 

Mr. Hume said that Mr. Ward talked of the stupidity and dross on 
the Opposition side of the House, but this he would say, that he had 
never met with more brass than had been exhibited on the other side. 
The member for St. Albans had no doubt duly prepared his speech, 
and practised it before a glass—( Laughter and cries of “ Order !”)—with 
a degree of assurance—(‘ Order, order !”)—he would repeat it, with 
a degree of assurance—although the noble lord who called him to order 
might term that assurance modesty. He would say, that a more modest, 
well-looking, well-behaved young gentleman, performing his part with 
modest assurance, he had never seen. When he recollected the use of 
the pronouns “We” and “our,” in Mr. Ward’s speech, he was afraid 
he had been set on to make his attack by some of those near him. He 
had reproached the people for meddling in politics, calling them bar- 
bers, curriers, and so forth; were not Sir Robert Peel and Lord Al- 
thorp Merchant Tailors? Earl Grey, Lord Brougham, not to mention 
himself, their humble servant, Fishmongers? How could he treat 
assemblies containing men of such dignityamong them with disrespect ? 
Six hundred thousand of the people of England had petitioned against 
the bill; and though Mr. Hume knew further opposition to be una- 
vailing, still he would vote for the amendment, and “give the bill this 
last kick.” 

Mr. D. Browne and Mr. Perer supported the bill; and it was op- 
posed by Mr. Bettew and Mr. E. Ruruven. The latter gentleman 
spoke amidst much noise, confusion, and several hiccoughs from a mem- 
ber on the Opposition side of the House. 

Mr. O’ConneELt once more called upon the people of England not 
to let “this infernal bill” pass. The bill, it was true, was mitigated, | 
but it still contained matter enough to insult, in the most outrageous 
manner, the people of his country: there still remained those horrible 
and insulting clauses against the right of petitioning—those which an-~ 
nihilated the trial by jury and the Habeas Corpus. He contended that 
no case had been made out for handing over his eountry to those pseudo- _ 
military tribunals, which the House termed courts-martial. ‘ ; 
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He declared most solemnly that Ministers had not half the anxiety he had to 
put down predial agitation and disturbance. This was not the way Ireland 
‘ought to be treated, to be merely co-equal in name. He prayed to his God that 
when repeal came—and come it now must—they could never stay it, they could 
not even hope to do so— that it might come through peaceful agency, and not 
through oceans of blood. If ever he had doubted before of its success, that bill 
—that infamous bill—the way in which it had been received by the House—the 
manner in which its opponents had been treated—the personalities they had been 
subjected to—the yells one of them had that night been greeted with—yells not 
fit for any assembly where decency was thought of—( Cheers from the Opposi- 
tion, echoed by the Ministerial Benches )—all these things dissipated his doubts, 
and told him of its complete and early triumph. Did they think those yells 
would be forgotten ?—did they suppose their echo would not reach the plains of 
his injured and insulted oomatey-—thet they would not be whispered in ber green 
vallies, and heard from her lofty hills? Oh! th ey would be heard there—yes, 
and they would not be forgotten. 

He had ail his life contended with a certain party; he would contend 
with them no more—at least not in a spirit of hostility. He hoped 
that all bad passions would be allowed to subside, and that the demands 
of his country for justice would not be disregarded in their calmer hours. 

Let that hour arrive when their mutual prejudices could be overcome, and 
their evil passions set at rest, and they could then say, in a bold and unanswer- 
able tone, ‘‘ We want justice, and will have equality.” Ministers might then 
legislate for England, but Irishmen would legislate for themselves. Ministers 
had greatly assisted in the repeal of the Union: they had given increased energy 
to the cry, because they had convinced those who before doubted, that justice 
‘was not meant to be done towards Ireland. To be sure it might be said they 
were not eight millions—that they were divided; but then they would be eight 
millions when the fears of some and the unlucky prejudices of others had been 
conquered by the force of reason and of truth. He had done his duty—he stood 
acquitted to his conscience and his country—he had opposed this measure 
throughout ; and he now protested against it as harsh, oppressive, uncalled for, 
unjust—as establishing an infamous precedent by retaliating crime against crime 
—as tyrannous, cruelly and yindictively tyrannous. In the name of his country 
he asked for justice. 

In conclusion, he implored the House to pause even at this late hour, 
and change this harsh and bitter measure for one of inquiry. 

Lord Aurnorp again defended the bill. Every day the necessity for 
such an enactment became more apparent: crime had not diminished 
in amount—life and property were as insecure as when the bill was 
first brought in. He referred to the murder of Mr. Leonard, and said 
that a statement which had been made in the House, to the effect that 
500 of the peasantry had delivered the murderers into the hands of 
justice, was incorrect. There was not that improvement in the feel- 
ings of the peasantry which such a proceeding would seem to indicate. 
He maintained that the alteration in the different clauses of the bill had 
only rendered it more efficient. Mr. O’Connell had complained of 
personalities being indulged in by the supporters of the bill: he really 
thought that Mr. O’Comnell was hardly the man to complain on that 
score. He talked of liberty, but Lord Althorp thought there could be 
no real liberty without peace. 

One of the great merits of liberty was, that it provided peace for all, and se- 
curity for all, and justice to all—not that one side only should be heard—not 
that one party alone should ‘be dominant—not that a man should be denounced 
for having expressed in a legislative assembly the honest convictions ef his mind 
—but that all should be entitled to their opinions, and to the expression of them 
without molestation and without dread. Mr. O’Connell had asked if there was 
ever a country which so much required agitation as Ireland: Lord Althorp 
asked if there ever was a country which so much required quiet and repose. 
( Continued cheers.) 

He concluded by repeating, that the system of savage and tyrannical 
conduct towards the poor and defenceless continued unabated in Ive- 
land, and therefore the bill must pass. 

Mr. Barron and Colonel VERNER said a few words, when the 
House divided: for the third reading, 345; for the amendment, 86; 
Ministerial majority, 259. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

The House adjourned at two o’clock. 


Many petitions against the Coercion Bill were presented this week ; 
and three in favour of it. Mr. Estcourt, it appears from the Times re- 
port, on Thursday presented a petition from “ the merchants, ship- 
owners, and manufacturers of Dundee,” complaining of the delay in 
passing the Irish Coercion Bill, and urging the House to pass it into 
a law without delay. Mr. H. Ross supported the prayer of the peti- 
tioners, with many of whom he was personally acquainted. He said 
that great dissatisfaction prevailed among men of business in Scot- 
land, on account of the long discussion on this bill, and they were in 
general anxious that it should be passed as soon as possible. 


6. CHANGE oF VENUE Bitt. This bill, on the motion of Mr. 
STANLEY, was read a second time on Wednesday, with the understand- 
ing that the discussion upon it was to take place on the third reading. 


7. Law Rerorm Bit. The first clause of Lord Brougham’s bill, 
which gives to the Judges the power of making alterations in the mode 
of pleading in the Superior Courts, was opposed, on Tuesday, by 
Lords EL.pon and Wynrorp; on the ground that it conferred too 
much power upon the Judges, who should not be allowed to make law 
for five years without the consent of Parliament, to whom Lord Wyn- 
ford thought they should submit their regulations for sanction. 

Lord Brovcuam objected to this proposal, as likely to produce un- 
necessary delay and inconvenience. 

Lord EL.enzoroven thought, that the end of Lord Wynford’s 
amendment would be gained, if it were enacted that the regulations 
made by the Judges should not be binding until they had been laid be- 
fore Parliament for six weeks. 

Lord Wynrorp persisted in putting his amendment; and it was re- 
jected by a majority of 12 to 3. 

Lord BrovucuamM approved of Lord Ellenborough’s amendment ; 
which was put and carried—as were the other clauses of the bill. The 
report was ordered to be received on Wednesday. 

8. Locat Jupicaturrs. Lord Brovenam, on Thursday, moved 
the first reading of a bill to establish local judicatures in England. The 
bill was similar in principle, and in the majority of its provisions, to 
the one which he formerly submitted to the House. 

Its object was the establishing, as it were experimentally in certain districts 








and counties, but ultimately in all the counties and districts, after its advan+ 
tages shall have been proved in the experimental districts, local jurisdictions, 
for the purpose of facilitating the administration of justice,—and not only facili- 
tating, but bringing it home to the door and placing it within the pecuniary 
reach of every subject in the kingdom. These local jurisdictions would be so 
many courts, over which a sergeant-at-law, or a barrister of not less than ten 
years’ standing, should be appointed to preside as judge ; care being taken that 
those judges shall be men able and experienced in the law, and of so high a 
character, moral and professional, that the King’s subjects should have confi- 
dence in their decision. 

He proposed that these courts should take cognizance of actions for 
debt and damages not over 20/. ; although the parties might agree to 
submit actions to their decision involving sums of any amount. He 
expected better results from this provision than would appear on the 
surface. He stated the great relative proportion which debts under 
201. bore to the whole amount which were sued for in the courts. 

Out of 93,000 affidavits of debt made in the year 1826 (the last of which he 
possessed a return) in the three Courts of Common Law in Westminster Hall, 
not less than 30,000, or about one-third part, were for sums under 20/. ; 64,000 
for sums under 50l.; and the remainder, for sums above 50/. Again, out of 
890 suits, tried in London and Middlesex in 1830, not less than 330, or more 
than one-third part, were for sums under 201. ; in the country, judging by the 
returns from the Oxford circuit for the same year, the proportion was still 
greater, there being not less than 160 out of 340 causes for sums under 20/. tried 
in that circuit. 

The bill contained another provision which he expected would work 
advantageously,—that is, either party in an action for debt might com- 
pel the other to answer upon oath the facts of the case; which would 
save the tedious roundabout and expensive process of filing a bill of 
discovery. The bill would invest the local judges with a species of 
arbitrary power—he meant the power of reconcilement. 

Noble lords could not readily believe the advantages which had accrued from 
this admirable practice in those countries in which it had had a fair trial. By 
the judges—persons eminently competent from education, professional habits, 
and standing—pointing out to the parties the real grounds of an action—the 
right and the wrong, they not only saved the necessity of endless litigation, but 
vindicated the high character of the profession from all imputation of interest- 
edness and professional disingenuousness. In France these courts of arbitration 
had been tried, not, he was bound to state, with such extensive results as im 
Belgium, and far less than in Denmark and Norway. This reconciling practice 
was first adopted in Denmark in 1795: in the following year the causes were 
reduced not less than two-thirds,—that is, all but one-third were disposed o 
without going into court, by arbitration on the part of the judges, He had om 
a former occasion quoted the returns of two periods of nine years each, in order 
to place the beneficial workings of this reconciling practice in a strong light 
to their Lordships. In the earlier period, not less than 448,000 out of 
724,000 cases were so disposed of ; while in the later period—in that ending in 
1822—not less than 21,000 out of a total of 31,000 cases (that is two-thirds} 
were so settled, without the expense and delay of formal litigation. 

He proposed that the local judges should exercise in their several 
jurisdictions and localities all the functions which appertain to Masters 
in Chancery, and the office of Bankruptey Judges in the new Bank- 
ruptey Courts; which had, he was proud to say, produced the best re- 
sults, and were held in high esteem by the mercantile world. The last 
important provision of the bill would do away with imprisonment for 
debt, in all cases where the insolvent had made a satisfactory disclosure 
of the state of his affairs. This would be an apt precursor of the bill 
about to be introduced in the House of Commons for abolishing im- 
prisonment for debt altogether. He had also another bill to introduce, 
the subject of which he would simply mention. It was intended to 
alter the appellate jurisdiction of the Privy Council; and he hoped that 
ere longa similar alteration might be effected in the appellate jurisdic- 
tion of the House of Peers,—a subject of the greatest importance. He 
then proceeded to state the-substance of another bill which he intended 
to introduce before Easter. 

This bill would be directed to effect some important reductions in certain law 
offices,—namely, the Six Clerks’ Office, the Report Oilice, the Register Oilice, 
and several others. It would also effect the abolition of some useless and cum- 
brous places connected with the Court of Chancery, to the amount of four or five 
and twenty; remedy delays in proceedings, and abridge expenses. In short, the 
bill he proposed to introduce would impart greater justice and accuracy to the 
proceedings of every branch of the Court of Chancery. The following would be 
the list of the reductions in the offices to which he had alluded:—In the Six 
Clerks’ Office, a saving of 29,000. would be effected ; in the Report Office, a 
saving of 4,300/.; in the Register Oftice, of 10,5002. ; in the Masters’ Offices, 
of 11,1572. ; which, with the further fees now received in those offices, to be 
abolished and compensated from the Suitors’ Fund, amounting to 14,0002., 
would make a total saving of 68,9571. a-year. He would say no more of the 
contemplated measure than this, that much confusion would be prevented by it 
in the administration of the proceedings of those different offices. 

The Duke of BucxtncHam wished to know, whether the establish- 
ment of the local courts under the bill presented to the House would 
supersede the jurisdiction which the local courts at present in existence 
exercised ; and also whether that bill would affect the regulations for 
empaneling juries ? 

Lord BrovecuaM said, that the provisions of the bill would not in- 
terfere with the Sheriff's right of assembling juries. The number of 
the new courts would be regulated by the wealth and population of the 
districts in which they were to be established. The courts might, per~ 
haps, after despatching ail the business in one district, move to another. 

As to the question whether the new courts would supersede the jurisdiction of 
the old local courts, he would merely remark, that there were 280 of these 
courts at present in existence ; most of which, he had reason to believe, were 
totally inoperative; and some of them, indeed, had had no business to transact 
for the last fifty or sixty years. There were, he might add, many of them which 
entirely reversed the benefit which ought to result from legal tribunals, creating 
mischief rather than doing good, and enhancing, rather than diminishing, the 
expense of processes. (es 

All persons would receive compensation on the abolition of the old 
courts, who could establish a title to it by their services. 

The bills were then read a first time. 


9. Lipset Law. Sir F. Vincent, on Thursday, obtained leave to 
bring in a bill to alter and amend the law of libel. 

The first thing he should desire, would be the repeal of that part of the Six 
Acts, and of that bill brought in subsequently, which compelled all persons pub- 
lishing newspapers, &c., to enter into bonds themselves and find securities. 
These enactments were useless and mischievous ; they did not prevent the daily 
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publication of the most atrocious libels, while they prevented the dissemination 
of much useful knowledge. He would also do away with all ex officio informa- 
tions ; he would make libels a subject for action or indictment, and not an arbi- 
trary ex officio information,—a proceeding originated in the tyrannical Star 
Chamber, by which any law gfficer might gs out of the way any person whom 
he thought objectional) He should also desire to protect proprietors, pub- 
‘lishers, and printers from being responsible for acts over which they can show 
they had no power of control or prevention. He recollected a case, where even 
a servant had been included in a prosecution for libel, for having carried to the 

t-office a letter which contained the libel. At the same time, it should be 
required of all such persons to deliver up the name of the author of the libel 
eomplained of. He would al-o include in the same exemption all booksellers 
and venders, for the inadvertent sale of a libel. He would have the justice of an 
allegation left. in all cases to the sole judgment of the Jury. He would have the 
counsel for “the defendant allowed to be heard last. In the event of a verdict 

ainst the defendant, the prosecutor shall be obliged to insert the verdict and 
the principal points at least of the case, in six daily or weekly papers, as is done 
in France; in order that those who had read the libel should see its refutation 
in the verdict of the Jury. 

The Arrorney-GENERAL (Sir W. Horne) would not oppose the 
introduction of the bill. He would reserve what he had to say on the 
subject to the second reading. He was not inclined to oppose what 
appeared to be the opinion of Parliament. , 


10. Counset ror Prisoners. Mr. Ewanrt,on Thursday, obtained 
leave to bring in a bill for allowing prisoners in criminal cases to have 
the benefit of a full defence by counsel. 

Mr. Povutrer objected to it; on the ground that the law at present 
required the strictest proof of guilt, and that the modes of escape for 
a guilty person were already numerous enough. He suggested, that the 
power of addressing the Jury by counsel should be taken away from the 
prosecutor, and thus both parties would be placed on an equality. 

Sir T. Freemantie thought, that if the prosecutor's counsel were 
allowed to reply, the prisoner would not gain much by the proposed 
alteration. 


Mr. O’Coxne-t said that this bill would introduce a very beneficial 
alteration into our criminal jurisprudence. 

He had cross-examined the witnesses in a case where three brothers, whom in 
his conscience he believed to be innocent, were convicted of murder, and exe- 
euted in consequence of their conviction. Now, he would stake his existence, 
that even with his humble abilities, if he had been permitted to say a few words 
to the Jury on their behalf, in exposition of the inconsistences and improbabili- 
ties contained in the evidence given against them, they would have one and all 
been acquitted. 

Sir J. Campnxct (Solicitor-General) would not oppose, he would 
rather support the bill. 

The theory was certainly in its favour. In cases where a foreigner was tried, 
wr where ablind man, or a deaf and dumb man, was put on his defence against 
a criminal charge, gross injustice was done by not allowing their defence to be 
made by counsel. He doubted, however, whether it was expedient in all. cases 
to give the prisoner the right of making his defence by counsel; and he was 
even inclined to think that it would be better to take away from the procecutor 
the right of addressing the juror by counsel, than to give such right indiscrimi- 
nately in all cases to the prisoner. He conceived it would be wiser that, in all 
prosecutions where counsel address the Jury for the prosecutor, counsel should 
also have the right to address the Jury for the prisoner. He would therefore 
enact, that unless a speech was made by the prosecutoi’s counsel, no speech 
should be made by the prisoner's. If the alteration contemplated by this bill 
were made, the present number of Judges would not be sufficient to get through 
the criminal business of the country. That was, however, a matter of little 
importance, if the alteration was an improvement, for you could easily double 
the number of the Judges. 


~ 








11. Assizes ror Lancasnire. Mr. Ewart, on Thusday, pre 
sented a petition from Liverpool, praying that the Assizes might be 
removed from Lancaster to Liverpool and Manchester ; and moved for 
leave to bring in a bill for that purpose. A conversation ensued, in 
which Sir Roserr Peer, Lord Atrnorp, Mr. C. P. ‘THomson, Sir 
J. CampneEct, and Mr. R. Wason, took part. Sir J. CamMpnete sug- 
gested, that instead of the House legislating on this subject, the King 
in Council should be empowered to fix the place of holding Assizes 
wherever it might appear convenient. On the understanding that 
some such measure would be introduced, Mr. Ewanr agreed to post- 
pone the discussion of his bill. 


12. Cuurcu Rerorm. The Marquis of Westminster, on Friday, 
presented a petition from Wales, complaining of the pluralities and 
other abuses in the Church, particularly of the circumstance of the 
Established Clergy being almost universally ignorant of the Welsh 
language. He earnestly supported the prayer of the petition; which 
was reasonable and just. 

The Bishop of Bancor said, the statements in the petition were a 
mass of calumnies and misrepresentations. He denied that the Welsh 
livings were held by pluralists, er that the clergymen did not under- 
stand the Welsh language. The yery reverse was the fact. It was 
true he did not understand the Welsh language himself, but his chaplain 
did, and at every Confirmation he delivered an address in Welsh to the 
persons who did not understand English. 

The Bishop of St. Asaru also stated, that the petition was full of 
falsehoods, copied from a book written by a gentleman in Chester. 
The time might come when the people would want private property as 
much as they now want Bishop's property,—they might want some 
of the Marquis of Westminster's property, which would be better 
worth having, perhaps, than that of the Bishops. He too acknow- 
ledged that he did not understand Welsh, but then his chaplain was 
an excellent Welsh scholar. 

Lord Kine asked, if it were not true that there was a great concen- 
tration of the good things of this world among the Clergy—that there 
were eight livings annexed to the See of Bangor, for instance? 

He believed that the relative of one Prelate had seven preferments. One holy 
person wished for a sixfold curer of men; here the wish was surpassed—here 
‘was a sevenfold curer. The names of Beevor and Horsley were constantly oc- 
eurring. The writer of a book alluded to by the right reverend: Prelates had 
been most unceremoniously attacked by them. He could assure them that the 
person referred to was a most respectable person. 

The: Dissenters had multiplied in consequence of these abuses. In 
one Welsh county the number of churches was 49, and of Dissenting 
meetinghouses 150. 
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The Marquis of WrestminsTER was more satisfied than ever of the 
necessity of a reform in the Church. 

The right reverend Prelates, in answer to the observations in the 
about the people not understanding the language in which they were addressed, 
said that the charges were translated to them. But a translation did not get rid 
of the objection. The Articles of the Church were framed to avoid such a thing. 
Many noble lords opposite might understand the Bishops if they were to preach 
in Latin; but would it satisfy the Articles, if they were to preach to the people 
in Latin, and have their sermons translated ? 


Mr. C. K. Tynre, as the member for a county containing a very 


tition 


| large body of Dissenters, congratulated the Dissenters and the people 
| of England on the liberal manner in which Ministers had met the 








motion. 
The motion for a Select Committee was then put and carried. 


13. Irish Cuurcn Rerorw. Lord Attnorr, on Monday, post- 
poned the resolutions relative to the Church of Ireland till the Monday 
following. 

Petitions against the proposed Bill were presented on Wednesday, 
by Sir R. Vyvyan from the Clergy and Deanery of Bristol, by 
Colonel PERcryAL from Elphin, and from Foxford in the county of 
Mayo, by Mr. G. Evans from a place in Carmarthenshire. 


14. Parocutat Recistkation. Mr. Witks moved, on Thursday, 
for a Select Committee “to consider the general state of parochial re- 
gistries, and the laws relating to those registries, and the registration of 
births, baptisms, marriages, deaths, and burials, in England and 
Wales." He said that the state of confusion into which the whole 
system of registration was fallen in this country deserved serious care. 
He detailed the several enactments which had been made to secure 
proper registries, since the time of Cardinal Wolsey to 1812. The 
bill passed in 1812 was not carried into effect. 

It enacted, that the Clergy and Churchwardens should annually make out 
duplicates of the parochial registries, to be sent to the Registrar of each diocese, 
who was to make out a copy in alphabetical order, and preserve it for reference. 
Of all the dioceses in the kingdom, there were but three in which the registries 
were deposited in places of safety. No Registrar had made out an alphabetical 
list of entries. In the important dioceses of London, Chester, and Bristol, at 
least one half the parishes had never made any returns at all; and where made. 
they were frequently constructed with so much irregularity and inattention to 
the Act, as entirely to fail in accomplishing the intended object. The whole 
systein was ina state of utter confusion. Some thousand returns having been 
sent irregularly through the Post office, the Registrars refused to take them in, 
on the ground that they had no funds to pay the postage. The returns were 
sent back to the Post-oflice, where they accumulated to such an extent that it 
was thought necessary to burn them. 

There was no effectual provision for the registration of Dissenters— 

Yet in Wales two-thirds of the population were Dissenters. There were 
above 8,250 Dissenting meeting-houses in England and Wales. and the Dissen- 
ters could not amount to fewer than 4,000,000— about one-third of the entire 
population. He repeated, there was no provision for the registration of this 
large body ; examined copies of certificates from Dissenting ministers could net 
be read in courts of law. This was a gross injustice, not only to Dissenters, but 
the public at large. 

His plan would render it imperative for the Established Clergy to 
keep a registry of the births, marriages, and deaths, of persons of al 
communities ; but he was for rendering them in this respect rather civik 
than religious officers. It would be best to discuss the plan in a Com- 
mittee, before entering into its details in the House. 

Mr. C. K. Tynrx seconded the motion. 

The ArrorRnEY-GENERAL (Sir W. Horne) approved of it, and 
would support it. 

The Sorictron-GENERAL (Sir J. Campbell) said, that an improved 
system of registration was neeessary. It was easier to trace a pedigree 
five hundred years old than a modern one. 

One of the greatest evils of the present system consisted in the forging of 
certificates. He knew of the occurrence of an instance of aforgery of that de- 
scription, where there was an insertion of a birth in a professedly old Bible that 
turned out to be one prepared for the purpose. In fact, there was a regular 
manufactory of old Bibles in London for that especial purpose, where applica- 
tions were made for them when they were required to pass off a forgery of this 
kind. They were prepared with such art, that it was impossible to discover the 
forgery unless by the means of a magnifying glass. 

15. Catuotic Marrtaces. Lord Motyneux gave notice on 
Thursday, that after Easter he should move to bring in a bill to legalize 
the marriages of Catholics by their own clergymen. 


16. SABBATH OBSERVANCE Biit. A discussion arose in the House 
on Friday, upon the presentation of a number of petitions by Sir A. 
AGNew in favour of his bill. Mr. Beaunownrt said, the bill ought ta 
be styled ‘a bill for the better promotion of cant.” Mr. Hume said, 
the Legislature could not compel people to become pious. Sir A. 
AGnew said, the object of the bill was misunderstood—its principle 
was to recognize the cessation of all labour on the Sabbath. Mr. 
Cutiar FrrcGusson reprobated the language used in reference to 
this bill and the petitioners who supported it, who were sincere in their 
desire to have Sunday better kept. Sir ALExanpER Hope concurred 
in Mr. Fergusson’s observations. Mr. Porter said, the bill would 
disorganize the whole society of England: it might do for Scotland, 
but would never be tolerated in this country. Mr. A. JoHNsToNE 
defended the bill. Mr. O’ConneEwt said, it was very different from 
what he had expected; and he would now decidedly oppose the bill, 
though he had intended to support it. Mr. Coxsserr thanked Sir A. 


Agnew for making his bill so bad that it would be quite impossible to 
pass it. 


17. Gamr Laws. Mr. Lennarp moved, on Thursday, for leave to 
bring in a bill to amend the Game Act, so as to allow tenants to shoot 
game on their land without the permission of the landlord. 

Sir E. Knatcusutt seconded the motion: 

Mr. HEatucore said, that as experiments for the prevention of 
crime, the Game Act and the Beer Act had both failed. 

Mr. Bartnce said, that it was unfortunate that both those Acts had 
passed in the same year, because it prevented the effects of the one 
being distinguished from those of the other bill, as far as the increase 
of crime was concerned. 


Mr. W. Brovenam wished the Game Act to be amended. As it 
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stood at present, to constitute poaching, the offence must be committed 
between an hour after sunset and an hour before sunrise—the two 
hours during which more game was illegally destroyed than at any other 
time. 

Mr. Farrurut said, that the Game-laws were tyrannical and in- 
famous—made for the exclusive benefit of the rich, to the injury and 
oppression of the poor. 

Mr. AGtionry protested against such an assertion. The Game- 
laws were for the protection of property. The rich man had as much 
right to his game as the poor man has to his pigs and poultry. 

Leave was given to bring in the bill. 


18. Stavery. Lord SurrrELp, on Thursday, presented a petition 
from Edinburgh, signed by 21,291 persons, praying for immediate 
emancipation of the Negroes; by which they meant, that at the earliest 
possible period there should take place a substitution of legal restraint 
for the irresponsible power of the master over his slave. He said that 
rumours were afloat respecting the Government plan, which had excited 
great consternation; and he wished to have some authentic information 
of the intentions of Ministers. 

Lord ELLENzorovuGu thought that Ministers should bring forward 
their measure with the least possible delay. 

Lord Gopericu said, that the delay was not attributable to Go- 
vernment, and that communications with the parties more especially 
interested on the subject were going on. He declined stating at pre- 
sent what the Government plan was. : 

Ear] Frrzwiti1aM approved of the conduct of Ministers. 

The Duke of BuckxincHamM said, that Government was to be blamed 
for the delay which had taken place in the settlement of this question. 

The Government had communicated with a portion of the West Indian in- 
terests; and to them they had told their hopes, their wishes, and their disputes, 
which were kept a secret from the general body of West Indian proprietors. 
This was the cause of the delay which had taken place; and the Government 
were responsible for all the confusion in which West Indian affairs at present 
stood. 

Farl Grey said, that it could not fairly be imputed as a crime to 
Ministers that they had endeavoured to ascertain the opinions of the 
West Indian body on this subject ; which was beset with difficulty and 
danger. 

The Duke of Buckingham complained that the Government had communi- 
cated with a select portion of the West Indian proprietors. How would he have 
had the Government act? Would he have had the Ministers go to a general 
assembly—to a meeting at Exeter Hall—and there publicly declare their inten- 
tions? All that Ministers could do, was to consult those privately whom they 
knew to be opposed to them, but in whom they had the greatest confidence, in 
order to ascertain in what way their objections could be met. Of course it 
would be inconsistent with his duty to throw out any- hint respecting the nature 
of any plan which it might be in the contemplation of Ministers to propose. 

He was glad to find, from Lord Suffield’s explanation, that the 
Edinburgh petitioners did not réally mean ‘‘ immediate ” emancipation ; 
but the earliest period at which emancipation could take place with 
safety to all the interests concerned. 

The Duke of Ricumonp emphatically denied the assertion of the 
Duke of Buckingham, that there were any disputes in the Cabinet 
relative to the West India question. 

Lord Surrietp then presented a similar petition from Glasgow, 
signed by 31,172 persons. 

19. Facrortes Birt. Mr. Green, on Monday, presented a peti- 
‘tion from the master-manufacturers of Lancaster and the neighbourhood, 
praying for a commission to take evidence relative to the labour in fac- 
tories before passing the Factories Bill. Sir C. Burre te said, that 
this would only procrastinate the bill. Mr. Marx Puittips said, that 
if the bill were to pass for two years, or even for one year, at the end 
.of that time the trade would be driven from this country into the hands 
of foreigners. Lord Asuiry would resist to the utmost any attempt 
‘to procrastinate the passage of this bill by any motion for a commission 
of inquiry. Mr. M. Arrwoop asked why the manufacturers were so 
sensitive upon the subject, if there were no oppression practised ? the 
object of the bill was to put an end to oppression. . 

20. CoMPLAINT AGAINST GENERAL Daritnc. Dr. Lusnineton, 
on Wednesday, presented a petition from Captain Robinson, formerly 
of the 17th Light Dragoons, against General Darling, late Governor of 
New South Wales. The petitioner complained that General Darling 
had illegally tampered with witnesses who gave evidence against him 
(the petitioner) on a court-martial ; that inadmissible evidence had been 
allowed to be given against him; that some of the witnesses were con- 
victed felons; that he was not allowed to cross-examine them; and 
that the whole proceedings were irregular and oppressive. Dr. Lush- 
ington spoke highly in favour of the petitioner’s character, and said that 
be had never seen charges less specific, clear, or more confused than 
those which were preferred against him by General Darling. 

Mr. Hume confirmed the petitioner’s statement. 

Colonel Verner said, that Captain Robinson was incapable of any 
act unbecoming an officer or a gentleman. 

Mr. R. Grant said, that he had not had time to examine the minutes 
of the court-martial, which filled three folio volumes, and that Gover- 
nor Darling had only received notice of this motion on Tuesday. The 
proceedings, as far as he had looked into them, appeared to have been 
legal. He wished the discussion of the matter to be deferred. 

Dr. Lusnitncron then postponed his motion for the production of 
papers to the 23d May. 


21. New Potice. Mr. W. Brovcnam, on Wednesday, presented 
a petition from the parish of Christchurch against the New Police Act. 
The petitioners complained, that whereas under the old system their 
parish was watched at the cost of 1,100/., they were now obliged to 
pay the Commissioners of Police 2,100. Mr. Brougham said, that at 
the last election he was obliged to pay 1301. for special constables, be- 
cause the High Bailiff of Southwark stated that the peace of the bo- 
rough, which was supposed to be preserved by the New Police, would 
‘be endangered if they were allowed to appear. He would support a 
motion, if it were brought forward by any member, for a Select Com- 
mittee to inquire into the subject. 





Mr. WILks said, that he had been opposed originally to the establish- 
ment of the New Police: but he was new of opinion, that as long as 
they continued to conduct themselves as they had hitherto done, 
they should be supported by the public. 


22. Sucar-puties Bit. This bill was read a third time in the 
House of Lords on Thursday, and passed. 


_ 23. Bere Suoprs. Mr. Rye, on Monday, presented several peti- 
tions, from Macclesfield and other places, complaining of the evils 
arising from the increase of beer-shops. Sir C. Burrett, Mr. Ro- 
BINSON, and another Member, considered that the great increase in the 
number of these shops tended to demoralize the people. It was said 
that the publicans, in order to encourage customers, nowepermitted 
gambling and other immoral practices in their houses, which they Were 
not in the habit of doing previously to the passing of the Beer Bill. 

24. Dury on Marine Insurances. Lord Sanpon, on Monday, 
presented a petition from the merchants, shipowners, and other inhabi- 
tants of Liverpool, members of the Marine Insurance Company, pray 
ing for a reduction of the duty on marine insurances from 5s. to 2s. 6d. 

The present duty drove a great number of insurances out of this coun- 
try into the hands of foreign underwriters. 


25. Miyisrerrat Cuances. On Thursday, on the motion of Mr. 
Sprinc Rick, a new writ was ordered to issue for the election of a 
member for North Lancashire, in the room of Mr. Stanley, who has 
accepted the office of Colonial Secretary, and one for Westminster, in 
the room of Sir John Hobhouse, who is made Secretary for Ireland. 

26. Liverroo. Etrecrion Commitrer. Elizabeth Robinson was 
summoned to the bar of the House of Commons on Tuesday, to state 
her reasons for refusing to answer questions put to her respecting some 
bribery proceedings at the Liverpool election. She said that she was 
afraid to tell—that her life would be in danger were she to answer the 
questions put to her. Aftera conversation of some length,—in which 
Mr. Hume, Mr. Benert, Sir R. Perr, Mr. Sprinc Rice, Mr. C. 
Wynn, and Mr. D. W. Harvey took part,—the Speaker informed 
the woman, that she would be committed to the custody of the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms if she persisted in refusing to answer the questions put 
to her, and that she would receive full protection if she did answer. 
She was then ordered to withdraw, and to appear before the Liverpool 
Election Committee on Wednesday. 

27. Srarrorp Brisery Bitt. This bill was read a third time, and 
passed, on Friday, after some ineffectual opposition from Mr. Suaw 
and Mr. Wynn. 

28 Sir Roserr Peet anp Sin Epwarp Coprincton. A very 
long conversation passed on Tuesday, between Sir R. Perr, Sir E. 
CoprinctTon, and Lord PaLMErston, relative to a misunderstanding of 
some instructions transmitted by Government in 1828, subsequent te 
the battle of Navarino, to Sir E. Codrington, by which Sir Edward 
was directed to prevent the deportation of some Greek slaves from the 
Morea to Egypt by the Egyptian fleet. Sir Edward declared that he 
received no orders to that effect, and was therefore much surprised to 
find, by a report in Galignani’s Messenger of a speech by Sir R. Peel, 
that he had been charged by him with neglect of orders in not prevent- 
ing the carrying away of the slaves. Sir Ronertr Peet referred to the 
reports of his speech in the Times, Chronicle, and Hansard's Debates, 
from which it appeared that he had made no such charge. _ Five years 
had elapsed, and Sir Edward had been silent the whole of that time. 
Sir E. Coprincton said, that he had had communications on the sub- 
ject with Lord Melville, Mr. W. Peel, and Mr. Croker; who, it 
seems, had never mentioned the subject to Sir Robert Peel. The 
matter ended by Sir E. Coprincron’s professing himself satisfied with 
Sir Robert Peel’s denial of having made the charge attributed to him 
in Galignani’s Messenger. 

29. British Museum. Mr. Bernat, on Monday, brought up the 
report of the Committee of Supply voting 16,0001. to the British Mu- 
seum, 

Mr. Connertt strongly objected to the grant, on the ground that the 
Museum did no good at all to the majority of those who paid this mo- 
ney. He would ask, of what use in the wide world was the British 
Museum? It was only a place for loungers, and 16,000/. was too much 
to pay forit. He should like to know to whom the 10,000/. whieh 
were paid for salaries out of the 16,000/. went—whether it did not go 
to the Aristocratic fry? For his own part, he did not know where- 
abouts in London this British Museum was. The grant was a scan— 
dalous Government job, and he would move that the report be recom- 
mitted. 

Lord Atruorpe seconded the motion, as he was sure that no one else 
would do it; and he wished to have the opportunity of saying a few 
words on the question. He was not surprised at Mr. Cobbett's opi-: 
nion, for, a few nights ago, he had stated that education did no good. 
There was, he felt happy to say, no class of persons in this country 
who agreed with Mr. Cobbett that the first principles of science were 
of no use. 

Mr. Warpurron said, he did not know that the whole of the 16,0002. 
was judiciously expended; but he had no doubt as to the principle of 
supporting a public institution of this kind. 

Mr. Cobbett’s motion was negatived, and the report received. 


30. Soanr’s Museum. Mr. Conserr, on Monday, presented a pe- 
tition from Mr. George Soane, of Worthing, son of Sir John Soane, 
against the bill called Sir John Soane’s Museum Bill. It was referred 
to the Committee on the bill. 








Che Court. 

Tut King came to town on Wednesday, for the purpose of holding his 
weekly Levee. Shortly after his arrival, a Chapter of the Order of 
St. Patrick was held, and tae Marquis of Conyngham was invested 
with the insignia of the order, having been elected a Knight in the. 
room of his late father. The Levee was attended, as usual, by the 
Ministers of State, and the Foreign Ambassadors. Among the 
company, were the Duke of Cleveland, the Marquis of Westminster, 
Earl Fitzwilliam, Lord Dundas, and the Marquis of Clanricarde.. 
His Majesty returned to Windsor in the evening, 
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The Queen’s next Drawing-room will be held on Thursday the 18th 
of April. 

The Dutchess of Kent and the Princess Victoria are expected soon 
to remove to Claremont, which has lately been prepared for their 
reception by the command of King Leopold. 


HONOURS. 
From tHe Lonpon Gazerre, Marcu 29, 

Sr. James’s Patacr, 26th March 1833.—The King was this day pleased to confer the 
honour of Knighthood upon Colonel Grorce TrEspare, of the Ist or the King’s Regi- 
ment of Dragoon Guards, Companion [Knight] of the Royal Hanoverian Guclp)ic 
Order. 

This Gazette contains the ceremonial of the Investiture of the Marquis of Conyna- 
HAM with the insiguia of a Knigtt of the Most Illustrious Order of St. Patrick, on the 
27th instant, 





The Metropolis. 

A meeting of the electors of Westminster, Mr. De Vear in the 
chair, was held on Friday, at Richardson’s Hotel, Covent Garden. 
Sir John Hobhouse’s address to the electors, stating his acceptance of 
the office of Secretary for Ireland, by which he had vacated his seat, 
and offering himself again as a ¢andidate for their suffrages, was read. 
Resolutions approving of Sir John’s conduet, and pledging the meet- 
ing to take energetic measures to secure his reelection, were passed 
unanimously. Sir John Hobhouse addressed the meeting, and said, 
that the question as to whether the holding of place was inconsistent 
with the character and the performance of the duties of a representative 
for Westminster, had been triumphantly settled at the last election. 
If he were in office at all, it seemed of little consequence what office he 
held. He had left the office of Secretary at War, and had succeeded 
to a more imrortant and arduous one—that of Secretary for Ireland. 
His duties would not require him to quit London. He declared that 
no earthly power should have induced him to vote for the Coercion 
Bill, if it were not to be succeeded by conciliatory measures. 
He believed he should have to contend with his former opponent, 
Colonel Evans. He did not think that the Colonel behaved well at 
the last election ; but now the contest would be a fair one, and he 
hoped that it would be carried onin good-humour. 

{ The electors of Westminster will now have an opportunity of recon- 
sidering the decision which they came to in December, when they pre- 
ferred a placeman to a pledged supporter of retrenchment and enemy 
of sinecures, whether Military, Naval, or Civil. Sir John Hobhouse 
certainly does not come before his constituents under more favourable 
circumstances now than at the last election, but the reverse. He has 
regularly voted with Ministers in favour of measures and principles 
against which he had warred throughout the whole of his previous pub- 
lic life. He is, in fact, as thorough a partisan as any man in the Mi- 
nisterial ranks. As far as independence is concerned, the electors may as 
well pick up any official gentlefffan in all Whitehall, and return him for 
their member, as Sir John Hobhouse ; who has not exhibited the slightest 
symptom of being prepared to please his constituents at the risk of dis- 
pleasing Earl Grey. His speech on Wednesday last, when bringing for- 
ward the Army Estimates, might have been delivered by Sir Henry Har- 
dinge and approved of by the Duke of Wellington. The fact is, that 
he is not his own master. He is hampered by the possession of place. 
He will fairly represent the opinions of the Westminster electors when 
those opinions coincide with the views and the resolutions of the 
Ministry—but not otherwise. His vote on Mr. Hume’s sinecure 
question is a tolerably clear proof of this. In short, perfect indepen- 
dence and a place in the Ministry have, in his instance at least, been 
proved to be incompatible with each other. If the electors of West- 
minster return Sir John Hobhouse, they will elect a placeman—a 
useful one, we hope, for the sake of Ireland, but still a mere placeman 
—to represent them: they will do it with their eyes open, and will 
have noright to grumble at any of his votes. ] 


A Special General Court of the Proprietors of East India Stock, 
was held on Monday last, to take into consideration the communica- 
tions between Government and the Directors relative to the renewal of 
the Company’s Charter. 

These communications commenced previously to the Duke of Wel- 
lington’s resignation. The Duke intimated to the Chairman and De- 
puty- Chairman, at an interview which he and Lord Ellenborough held 
with them at Apsley House, on the 12th October 1830, that the China 
Trade would be thrown open. This was strenuously opposed by the 
Secret Committee of the Court of Directors appointed to make ar- 
rangements with the Government for the renewal of the Charter. 
While these negotiations were going on, the Duke resigned; and the 
subsequent communications were held between the Chairman, Mr. 
Ravenshaw, on behalf of the Company, and Earl Grey and Mr. 
Charles Grant, for the Government. On the 17th December 1832, 
“‘a paper of hints” was transmitted by Mr. Grant to the Chairman, 
containing the terms on which Government is willing to renew the 
Charter. Several letters of great length haye since passed between 
Mr. Grant and the Secret Committee; in which the latter complain 
of the terms proposed, but have not been able to obtain any material 
modification of them. . 

Mr. Grant, in a communication dated the 12th February, declares 
that he was bound to say, frankly and fairly, that Ministers, convinced 
of the justice of the terms now offered, were prepared, in the event of 
a refusal, to propose a plan to Parliament for the government of India 
without the intervention or instrumentality of the Company. If the 
consent of the Company were not signified by the 23d of March, he 
should feel compelled to consider the Company as declining the pro- 
posal. 

These terms are the following. 

1. The China monopoly to cease. 

2. The East India Company to retain its political functions. 

3. The Company’s assets, commercial and territorial, to be assigned to the 
Crown, on behalf of the territorial Government of India. 

4. An annuity of 630,000/. to be granted to the Company, payable in Eng- 
land pieet a , to be charged on the territorial revenue of India; not to be 
redeemable before the 25th of April , and then to be redeemable, at the 
option of Parliament, on the payment of 100/. for every 51. 5s. of annuity. 

5. The revenue of India to be chargeable with all the expenses incurred on 
account of that country, either at home or abroad. 








6. The new annuitants to retain their character of a joint stock company ; 
the qualification and right of voting to remain as at present. 

7. The number of the Court of Directors to be one fourth going out, in ro- 
tation, every year. 

8. The patronage, civil and military, to remain with the Directors as at pre- 
sent. 

9. The civil servants of the Company to be educated at Haileybury. The 
number of students always to be greater than the probable number of vacancies. 
To remain in the College for . 

10. The Directors to fill up the vacancies each year. 
point in his turn. 

1]. The 47th section of the 58d of George III. to remain in force, but to be 
made applicable to removals as well as appointments. 

12. Every British subject to have the right of going to and settling at either 
of the Presidencies, without licence ; but the right of going into, trading, or 
settling in the interior, to be subject tv such restraints and regulations as the 
loca] Government might require. 

13. The Board of Control to have the right of altering despatches; and, on 
the refusal of the Court of Directors to send them out, to have the power of 
sending out such despatches themselves. 

14. The appointment of Governors to remain, as at present, with the King. 
The veto still to continue with the Court of Directors. 

The Directors objected in the most earnest manner to the loss of the 
China trade ; by the profits of which alone they had been enabled for 
many years to pay the dividends on their stock, and make up the deficit 
of their territorial revenue. But for this source of emolument, the 
debt of the Company would have been seventeen millions more than it 
is at present. They also considered that they had a right, as they were 
to give up all their territorial and cominierehar ausete, to some collateral 
guarantee for the payment of the 630,0002. per annum which was to be 
charged upon the revenue of India. They were not aware how a sur- 
plus to that amount was to be obtained from India; at present there is 
a deficit. Mr. Grant, in reply, said that the sum of 1,200,000/., a part 
of the Company’s commercial assets, should be allowed to accumulate 
till it reached six millions, and be held as a collateral security for the 
redemption of the annuity of 630,000/. ; that the time for the redemption 
of the annuity should be fixed at forty years hence ; and that the period 
of the political power of the Directors in India would be fifteen years. 
Mr. Grant also hinted that the number of Directors might be reduced 
with advantage. 

The Directors would not propose any particular course for the adop- 
tion of the Proprietors; but begged them to examine the documents 
before them with attention. Upon the motion of Sir John Malcolm, 
the Court was adjourned to the 15th April. 





Each Director to ap- 


Mr. Lyall’s return for London was celebrated on Saturday last, by a 
dinner at the City of London Tavern. In the course of the evening, 
“his Majesty’s Ministers” was one of the toasts given; but the com- 
pany refused to drink it. Mr. George Young, M.P. said, that he un- 
derstood the dinner was not a political one, but given to celebrate the 
triumph of a commercial body: he could not remain in the room after 
witnessing the manner in which the last toast had been received. The 
Chairman expressed his regret at the refusal of the company to drink 
the toast; and the other business of the evening proceeded without 
interruption. 


The hundredth anniversary of the birth-day of Dr. Priestley was 
celebrated on Monday, by a numerous and highly respectable body of 
gentlemen, who dined together at the Freemason’s Tavern. Dr. 
Babington was in the Chair. Count Funchall, Sir George Cayley, 
Mr. Halyburton, Mr. M. Phillips, Mr. G. W. Wood, Mr. Hawes, 
Mr. Gaskell, Dr. Daubeny of Oxford, the Reverend J. Cumming of 
Cambridge University, Mr. Lubbock, and Mr. Hatchett, were among 
the party. The object was to celebrate the nativity of Dr. Priestley 
as the founder of Pneumatic Chemistry. Professor Cumming, in re- 
turning thanks upon bis health being drunk, regretted those disgraceful 
proceedings by which Dr. Priestley had been driven away from this 
country, and congratulated the company that they had lived to an age 
when such occurrences would be scarcely credited: he beheld before 
him men of different religious and political opinions, but all were 
united in the endeavour to do honour to a man who was unhonoured in 
his age and his country. ‘Mr. Lubbock and the Royal Society,” 
«‘ Mr. Aikin and the Society of Arts,” “ The Royal Institution and 
Mr. Faraday,” were among the toasts given; and the gentlemen indivi- 
dualized in the toasts severally returned thanks. 

A meeting was held on Tuesday, at the Freemason’s Tavern, to con= 
sider the best means of alleviating the condition of the distressed Poles. 
Sir Francis Burdett was in the chair. On the platform were several 
Poles of distinction, together with Lord Ebrington, Mr. Campbell, 
Lord Dudley Stuart, Mr. Buckingham, Mr. Cutlar Fergusson, Louis 
Bonaparte, and Colonel Stanhope. There was but a thin attendance. 
Sir Francis Burdett, Mr. Campbell, Mr. Merle, Lord Dudley Stuart, 
and others, addressed the meeting, strongly recommending subscriptions 
to be raised and relief afforded to the suffering exiles. ‘‘ubseriptions 
were announced from the following gentlemen,— Mr. G. tivans, 41. P., 
201.; Mr. Clarke, 10..; Mr. Tynte, M.P., 10/.; Louis Bonaparte, 
101. ; and several others, amounting in the whole to a considerable sum. 
Niemcewiez, the Polish poet, Count Korysko, and M. Turr delivered 
speeches expressive of their gratitude for the relief extended to their 
countrymen. 

The seventeenth anniversary of the Covent Garden Theatrical Fund 
was celebrated on Wednesday, at the Freemasen’s Tavern. ‘The Earl 
of Cadogan, in the absence of the Duke of Sussex, who is unwell, took 
the Chair. Lord Arthur Hill, Sir Charles Doyle, the Duke of St. 
Albans, Mr. Stephen Price, and Mr. Laporte were present. After 
the usual toasts had been drank, Mr. Fawcett, the Treasurer, ad- 
dressed the assembly in a long speech ; dwelling upon the unfriended 
and declining state of the drama, which he attributed to the monopoly 
possessed by the two larger theatres without restriction as to the nature 
of their performances. Upwards of 1,0001. was collected in the course 
of the evening. 

An adjourned meeting of the Middlesex Magistrates was held at the 
Sessions-house, Clerkenwell, on Tuesday last, to take into considera- 
tion the charges of Mr. Easthope against Mr. Rotch, M.P., who is a 
candidate for the office of perpetual Chairman of these Sessions. The 
two gentlemen bandied about accusations from one to the other of bri- 
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bery at the Evesham election in 1830. ‘The meeting decided, by a ma- 
jority of 29 to 3, that Mr. Rotch was a fit person to become a candi- 
date for the office of Chairman, and that nothing which was said by 
Mr. Easthope had induced them to alter that opinion. 

Lord W. Lennox appeared on Monday at the Marlborough’ Street 
Office, to contradict a published statement made by a young woman, 
from Aberdeen, who called herself Eliza Ann Victoria Leith, that she 
was with child, and had been deserted by him. He denied most posi- 
tively—and wished to be sworn to the truth of what he said—that he 
had had any connexion with her. She had been to his chambers; and 
as he thought that she was out of her mind, he had desired his medical 
attendant to prescribe for her. The Magistrate was of opinion that 
the young woman was insane, and should be sent to the workhouse. 

Lord William read an extract from one of her letters, in which she declared 
that he had never solicited her; that ber love for him was unsought by him, 
and that she was the victim of her own passion; he had given her good advice, 
but she would never cease loving him. 

The Master of St. Anne’s Workhouse stated that the young woman 
had returned to her friends. It appeared that she had travelled to 
England from Scotland, and back again, several times during the last 
eight years, in consequence of having a cause in Chancery, which, if 
decided in her favour, would put ‘her in possession of thirty thousand 
pounds. 

John Byers, a young man, was examined by the Lord Mayor at the 
Mansionhouse on Monday last, on a charge of forgery. He had ordered 
a plate from Sears and Heath, engravers in the Strand, on account of 
the Doncaster Bank; for which he paid in a forged check, in the name 
of Colonel H. B. Lygon, on Hoare and Company. It was contended 
in behalf of the prisoner, that there was no offence in printing blanks 
for bank-notes; but by the last Act it appeared to have been made a 
specific offence. ‘There were several other charges of forgery against 
the prisoner; and he was remanded. 

The keeper of the toll-bar at the Park Street gate, Camden Town, 
was summoned on Tuesday for having taken double toll for two zebras, 
belonging to the Zoological Society. Plush said he did not consider 
zebras asses, but horses. A servant to the Society referred to Dr. 
Johnson’s Dictionary, wherein a zebra was stated to be an ass. A wit- 
ness on the part of the Society stated, that the animals in dispute were 
bred in Windsor Park, out of the common ass, by a zebra, the property 
of his. Majesty. Mr. Hoskins said a zebra was undoubtedly an ass : 
the stripes indicated only a certain breed of the ass. He ordered the 
defendant to refund the overcharge, and pay the costs. 


A young man named Talbot, the son of a respectable tradesman in 
the City, was charged on Tuesday, before the Lord Mayor, with hav- 
ing robbed his father of bank-notes and gold to the amount of 2501. 
The complainant said that this was the third time his son had robbed 
him— 


The boy was only nineteen years old, and for the last five or six years he had 
been in the habit of plundering the house. About a fortnight ago, witness had 
brought down stairs a bag containing the gold and bank-notes, which he was to 
have paid away in a few hours; but, when he went to take down the shutters, 
the prisoner contrived to slip out of the house with the property; and no tidings 
were heard of him until a few days ago, when he was found dashing away in 
great style at Deptford, where he was living at the rate of 501. a-week. 

He was armed with a brace of pistols when the officer took him. The 
hardened profligate laughed repeatedly at his father’s distress during 
the examination. He was committed to take his trial. 


A Scotch gentleman named Burge was brought before the Lord 
Mayor on Tuesday, upon a charge of being found drunk in the streets. 

A policeman stated, that as he was walking along Austin Friars on the pre- 
ceding night at nine o’clock, he was surprised at seeing a man of very respect- 
able appearance staggering upon the pavement, in a state of what witness consi- 
dered to be the most melancholy intoxication. Upon going up to the gentleman, 
he found that Mr. Burge was the person; and with the assistance of another 
policeman, carried him to the Station-house. The belief in the Station-house 
was, that the gentleman was blind drunk. 

The Lord Mayor—“ I'd have you become a member of the Temperance So- 
ciety, Mr. Burge. 1 see that your hand shakes, and would advise you to turn 
from whisky to water.” 

Mr. Burge—‘“I assure you, my Lord, that I had taken no more than half a 
pint of ale during the evening.” 

The policeman declared that the gentleman was tipsy. 

Mr. Burge—‘“ I vow to God, my Lord, that it was all owing to a Dutch pipe 
which I smoked. I was as well as anybody until I gave about a dozen whiffs ; 
and on a sudden my head began to whiz, and I thought the floor rose up gra- 
dually till at last it struck me right in the forehead. 
on the ground; and I managed to get up and go into the air; but I found the 
street rising up against me just as I did the floor.” 

The Lord Mayor—‘‘ Don’t you think you deserve to be fined for getting 
drunk with tobacco, as well as if you got drunk with liquor? Which is the 
greater luxury?” 

Mr. Burge—“ I co tend, »y Lord, that I was not drunk within the meaning 
of the Act; and I sill appeal to the Court of Aldermen, who ought to know 
the difference.” 





the members. Mr. Longmore, during the whole of his cross-examina- 
tion, appeared to be extremely ignorant of the mode in which the money 
paid to several subordinate agents was disposed of, during the late elec. 
tion. The counsel for the petitioners complained of the doubtful an- 
swers which he gave. 

Mr. Irton was returned on Friday week for West Cumberl 


Mr. and, by a 
majority of 84 over Aglionby ; the 


numbers at the close of the poll being 
—Irton 1,684, Aglionby 1,600. The Carlisle Journal says—“ The 
bribery has been most shameful. A shoemaker in the neighbourhood 
of Maryport has received an order for thirteen pairs of shoes, at 30s. a 
pair. At Keswick, the bribery oath was tendered to one man, and he 
durst not take it. From Egremont the agent writes to say, that there 
were numerous cases of bribery in the course of the day.” 

Mr. Taylor, the proprietor of the Manchester Guardian, obtained, on 
Monday last, a verdict of 4501. damages against the proprietors of the 
Manchester and Salford Advertiser, for a libel upon him published in 
that paper. The Advertiser was a“ Cobbett paper” during the last 
election; and as the Guardian was strongly opposed to Mr. Cobbett, 
a good deal of abuse was thrown back upon Taylor in return for ‘his 
attacks upon Cobbett. Among other things, Taylor was charged with 
having sent some printed bills of a most infamous nature to a woman of 
low character in the town. It was for this libel that the damages were 
given. 

On the night of the 2d November last, the house of Mr. W. Han¢ox, 
farmer, at Tauley, in the parish of Disney, Gloucestershire, was entered 
and robbed by three men, one of whom fired a pistol at Mr. Hancox 


| junior, and wounded him so grievously as to deprive him of sight and 


| Road; where he found him at tea, and took him into custody. 


; was not only absent from his usual 1} 


endanger his life. Ellis, the Bow Street officer, was sent down; and 
having traced three brothers, James, Thomas, and William Berryman, 
to London, apprehended them; and the two former were fully com- 
mitted for trial at the Gloucester Assizes ; the third brother, whose.in- 
nocence was established, being discharged. Ellis obtained information, 
in the course of the inquiry, that the third person was a man named 
Hunt, husband of the sister of the Berrymans, supposed to be the 
chief contriver of the outrage. From the middle of December, Ellis 
has been in search of him; and on Wednesday night, shortly before 
eight o’clock, he traced him to an obscure lodging in Grove Street, City 
When 
Ellis entered the room, the prisoner exclaimed, “I am done at last ;” 
and before Ellis could say more than that he was his prisoner, he said 
he was innocent, for when “ the depredation” was committed he was ill 
in his bed at his lodgings in London. He was taken before Mr. Halls, 
at Bow Street, and when Ellis stated the charge, he was asked if he 
had any thing to say, and repeated that he was ill in London on the day 
of “the depredation.” Ellis said th@te was evidence to show that he 
gings in London at the time of 


| the robbery, but that he was seen at Burford, a short distance from 
| Disney, the very evening, and was afterwards brought to London with 





James and Thomas Berryman in the Burford waggon. Mr. Halls 
ordered him to be conveyed to Gloucestershire, where he will be in- 


| dicted with his brothers-in-law at the Assizes. 


A surgeon named Gamon, residing at Hulme, near Manchester, in a 
fit of intoxication shot a blacksmith named Fletcher, on Sunday evening 
last in a publichouse on the Oxford road near to Manchester: Fletcher 
was not killed, but is not likely to recover. Two of his sons anda 
brother were accidentally killed during the past year. Gamon remains 
in custody. 

A dog belonging to a farmer living near Wakefield, a few days ago, 
swallowed a Bank of England note for 10/., and a Sheffield note for’ 5l. 
The dog was killed; the notes were taken out of his stomach, pasted 
together, and were made negotiable. 





IRELAND. 

Mr. Lundy Foote, a magistrate of Kilkenny county, and a nephew, 
we believe, of the famous snuff-manufacturer of the same name, was 
fired at, within about a quarter of a mile from New Ross, on the 2st 
instant. The slug entered just below his right ear, and there are but 
small hopes of his recovery. No cause is assigned for this attack. 

Some days ago, a vessel belonging to Bermuda arrived at Belfast. It 
was understood that aslave was on board ; and that he was anxious to re- 
turn to the West Indies, though aware of his right to freedom by remain- 


| ingin this country. However, on Friday evening, he called on the Secre- 


I then found myself lying 


A policeman stated, that he often saw the gentleman on his way home at | 


night, but never saw him *lushy ” before. 

The Lord Mayor—‘ Well, my countryman} in my opinion the Temperance 
Society is your only chance of reformation. I never can believe but that intoxi- 
cation by tobacco is brought on by slow degrees; and, depend upon it, if I find 
that the ground hits your face again, I'll fine you 5s.” 


The Coroner’s Jury have found a verdict of ‘‘ manslaughter” against 


Chinnell, the driver of the omnibus who ran over the old man William 
Hancock, last week, near Kensington. Hancock soon died in conse- 
quence of the hurt he received. 





The Country. 

The Hertford Election Committee, during the past week, has been 
occupied principally with the evidence of Mr. Philip Longmore, one 
of the agents for the sitting members. He strongly denies that bribery 
or intimidation were made use of to secure their election; and directly 
contradicts much of the evidence given for the petitioners. He says 
that Twaddle had no authority to act as an agent during the election— 
that he is a man of some property, and gave his services gratuitously. 

‘ His partner, Mr. Nicholson, had authorized Dack to issue tickets. 
‘ From 300 to 350 poor voters usually got ten shillings for each vote from 


| who retires; T. S. Hawkins, Gent. to be Ensign, by purchase, vice Matthias. 


tary of the Anti-Slavery Society, and expressed a strong desire to remain 
in this country as a free man. He has regained his liberty, seems de- 
lighted with his newly-acquired freedom, and perfectly willing to work 
for his support. He was originally stolen by a slave-dealer from Mar- 
tinique ; and has for several years been hired out by his late owner as a 
cook in a trading vessel, his owner receiving 12 dollars per month as re- 
mu tion for the slave’s services. 


The Garde National of Marseilles states, that on the 16th instant 
the lightning struck a farm-house at l’Estaque, where three young girls 
were asleep in one bed, and killed her who was in the middle, without 
injuring either of the others. 





THE ARMY. 


War-crFice, March 29.—7th Regt. of Light Dragoons—Lieut. Col, Sir J. J. Fraser, 
Bart. from the half pay Unattached, to be Lieut.-Col. vice E. Keane, who exchanges. 
Ist Regt, of Foot—Ensign W. Mathias to be Lieut, by purchase, vice H. M. Dalrymple, 
2d Foot 
—Major T. Powell, from the half-pay Unattached, to be Major, vice J. M‘Mahon, who 
exchanges. 28th Foot—Capt. W. E. Sawbridge, from the half-pay Unattached, to be 
Capt. vice R. P. Eason, who exchanges. 31st Foot—J. Cooper, Gent. to be Ensign, by 
purchase, vice O’Brien, appointed to the 96th Regt. 35th Foot—Capt. E. K. 8, Butler 
to be Major, by purchase, vice Fitzroy, who retires; Capt. Hon. R. F. Greville, from 
the half-pay Unattached, to be Capt. vice Butler. 67th Foot—Capt. J. Davies, from 
thehalf-pay Unattached, to be Capt. vice Harrison, who retires. 72d Foot—Ensign 
A. L. Balfour to be Lieut. by purchase, vice Duthie, who retires; J. T. Hope, Gent. to 
be Ensign, by purchase, vice Balfour, 76th Foot—Ensign 1. W. Fountaine to be 
Lieut. by purchase, vice Kay, who retires ; C. Murray, Gent. to be Ensign, by purchase, 
vice Fountaine. 83d Foot—Capt. P. Crofton to be Major, without purchase, vice Sum- 


merfield, deceased; Lieut. A. S. Young to be Capt. vice Crofton; Ensign G. Grey to be 


Lieut. vice Young; Ens. J: Turner, from the halfpay of 9th Regt. to be Ens. vice Grey. 
89th Foot—Ensign A. Hay to be Lieut. by purchase, vice Stanford, promoted; C."R. 
B. Granville, Gent, to be Ensign, by purchase, vice Hay. 92d Foot —Ensign J, A, de 
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Balinbard to be Lieut. by purchase, vice Webber, p 


ted; J, Mansfield. Gent. to be 
Ensign, by purchase, vice De Balinhard, 96th Foot—Ensign R. S. O’Brien, from the 


Slat Regt. to be Eushn, vice Murray, promoted. : 

Rifle Brigade—C. . Burges, from the half-pay unattached, to be Capt. vice H. 
Stewart, who exchanges. 

Royal Newfoundland Veteran Companies—Ensign A. Stewart, from the half-payof 
the 9ist Regt. to be Ensignay, 

Unattached—To be Captains by purchase: Lieut, R. Standford, from the 89h 
Regt.; Lieut. A. Webber, from the 32d Regt. 

To he Lieutenant by purchase—Ensign R. S. Murray, from the 96th Regt. 

Hospital Staff—Dr. J. Gilkrest, from the half-pay, to be Deputy-Inspector-Gen. of 
Hospituls; Brevet Deputy-Inspector T. Kidd, M.D. from the half-pay, to be Surgeon 
to the Forces, vice D. Brownrigy, who retires on the half-pay ; Assist.-Surg. P. Stewart, 
from the half-pay of the Royal Staff Corps to be Assist.-Surg. vice T. La Cloche, who 

etires upon half-pay; J. Marshall, Gent. to be Assist.-Surg. to the Forces, vice 
Bulteel, 

Memorandum—Lieut. E. Davidson, half-pay 16th Foot, has been allowed to retire 

from the service, by the sale of an unattached commission. 





‘ 1 
POSTSCRIPT. 
Saturpay Nieut. 
The Revenue returns have gone on improving for the last two or 
three weeks, but not to the extent that was expected. It was stated 
at the Treasury this afternoon, that, according to the present returns, 
the account of the current quarter will exceed that of the correspond- 
ing quarter of the last year by about 60,000/., and that the surplus on the 
financial year will exceed half a million. These calculations, how- 
ever, are so frequently erroneous, that they are not entitled to much 
attention.. What the Chancellor of the Exchequer intends to do with 
the surplus, is still a secret. It is supposed that he will modify the 
House-tax and materially reduce the Window-tax. 





It is understood that Lord Howick is to quit the Colonial Office,— 
robably to be one of the Lords of the Treasury, and to be replaced by 
Mr. Francis Barinc. 

Captain Berxery, the member for Gloucester (who signalized him- 
self some weeks ago by attacking Mr. Hume when the Sinecures were 
in danger) is appointed one of the Lords of the Admiralty. A new 
writ for Gloucester was ordered in the House of Commons last night. 


The failure of the great house of Alexander and Co. of Calcutta, 
took place on the 11th of December. The assets of the house, in 
lands, coal-mines, houses, shipping, &c., are estimated at five millions 
sterling, and the demands at no more than three millions; but in the 
balance of two millions are of course included a great many bad debts. 
The cause of the failure of the house in India was unconnected with 
the dishonouring of its drafts in this country, and arose out of the diffi- 
culty of realizing fixed and other property in time to meet a heavy run 
made upon it. 

Colonel Evans has issued a handbill stating that he will not become 
a candidate for the representation of Westminster, unless with the un- 
derstanding of his being brought in free of expense. There is a meet- 
ing of his supporters this evening to di cide whether they will guarantee 
the expenses or not: they would not amount to more than 300/. 





The latest accounts from Operto confirm the reports of the favour- 
able turn which Don PrEpro’s affair seem to have taken. The Migu- 
elites have been disheartened by their defeat on the 4th; and the spirits 
of the garrison, of course, are highly raised. The Scotch Fusileers 
have offered to continue their services, without pay, until Donna 
Mania is proclaimed Queen in Lisbon. Provisions are landed, by 
night, in considerable abundance ; and the arrival of SARTorivus with 
his squadron was daily expected. 


The King of Wurtemburg has quarrelled with the Assembly of the 
States, and dissolved them in a hurry. The protocols of the German 
Diet are the cause of the disputes. The King wished them to be 
sanctioned by the Assembly; but this body having some regard to 
liberty, positively refused to indulge their Monarch in this matter. 


Accounts have been received from New York to the 24th February. 
The Coercion Bill for Carolina had passed the Senate; but the new 
Tariff Bill was still under discussion in the House of Representatives. 
It was supposed that neither would become a law during this Session. 
The President was continuing his preparations to compel the Caro- 
linians to submit to his authority. There is no news from Charleston. 


Dearn or Mr. Kintocn, M.P.—It is with deep regret that we announce 
the death of this true patriot and excellent man; which took place on Thurs- 
day night, at his lodgings in Parliament Street. Mr. Kinloch has fallen a 
martyr to the rigid performance of his. Parliamentary duties. During the long 
debates on the Address, and on the Irish Coercion Bill, he was never absent from 
his post, till driven from it by illness. From the time the Speaker entered the 
House, till the adjournment, he was always to be found in his place. This in- 
cessant fatigue brought on an inflammatory attack, from which he suffered 
severely, but from which he appeared to have in a great measure recovered ; 
and he was on the eve of departure for his seat of Kinloch in Perthshire, for 
the purpose of relaxation and a change of air, when he was seized, on Thursday 
evening, with a sudden faintness, and was dead in a very few hours. 

Though not distinguished as a public speaker, Mr. Kinloch was in many 
other respects a model for a Representative of the People in Parliament. He 
possessed varied and extensive information, great experience and knowledge of 
the world, and the most perfect and resolute independence of mind. In hisown 
country, he was long distinguished as an active and useful magistrate and 
country gentleman, and was sincerely beloved in private life for his amiable and 
excellent qualities. The readers of the = ved are well acquainted with the 
story of his proclamation as an outlaw in the persecuting days of Sidmouth and 
Castlereagh, and his triumphant retirn for Dundee under the Reform Act. 

The electors of Dundee will now have to choose another representative. 
Where will they find a man in every respect so well oa to represent a 
populous, cial, and independent constituency, as Sir Henry Parney? 
—whose exclusion from the House of Commons is at once a loss and a disgrace 
to the country. We need not point out to them the advantages which they 





_ would derive from the services of this influential, experienced, and honest 
statesman. 





Tza Trapz.—Deputations have arrived in town from Liverpool, Glasgow, 
Hull, and Greenock; and they are to have an interview with the President 
of the India Board on Monday. The subject is the Tea trade. The out-ports 
have taken alarm at the restraints which it is said the Customs intend to impose 
on it, with a view to the protection of the revenue after the monopoly shall have 
expired. The apprehension of danger to the revenue is quite illusory ; but the 
Tea trade having always been a monopoly in this country, and the East India 
pie wes having skilfully mystified the public in regard to it, statesmen 
and financiers are very ill-informed on the subject, and hence the threats to 
oppress the trade with most pernicious restrictions. Tea, in a free trade, is not 
a convenient article for the smuggler to deal in. The duty or charge, in- 
cluding the monopoly price, is but 300 per cent. ; being about one half the 
duty on Brandy, one third the duty on Geneva, and from one half to one fifth 
of the duty on Tobacco. As long as these continue to be the proportional 
duties, the smuggling will be in Brandy, Geneva, and Tobacco, and not in the 
bulky and perishable article of Tea. In 1825, there was laid before Parliament 
a return showing the quantity of all these articles seized by the Preventive 
Service ; from which it may be collected, that the whole value of Tea captured 
did not exceed 8,000/. ; whereas that of Brandy, Geneva, and Tobacco, exceeded 
half a million! The quantity of Tea taken was short of 20,000 pounds weight, 
aud that of Tobacco near a million. Financiers must really learn to look beyond 
their noses, and not attempt to hamper a great branch of commerce to sa- 
tisfy their own unreasonable apprehensions. The Tea revenue within the last 
few years has fallen off by a clear million sterling, or by one fourth of its whole 
amount; and in order to recover, instead of shackles, it has need of the utmost 
freedom. At present, full five millions are yearly taken out of the pockets of 
the people, of which but three find their way to the Treasury; and yet the 
East India Company, who pocket or squander two fifths of this amount, have 
the ludicrous effrontery to tell us that the Tea-duties are collected at no expense 
to the nation !—From a Correspondent. 








MONEY MARKET. 
Stock Excuance, Fripay Evenina. 

The prices of all descriptions of Stock are lower than at the close of last 
week. This decline is partly attributable to the increased uncertainty in the 
political relations of the European powers, produced by the affairs of the East, 
and is in some degree the consequence of what may be called (as compared with 
the abundance of the last six months) a scarcity of money. The rate of interest 
for short periods has risen within a few days from two and three to four or 
five per cent. This state of things will probably continue until the payment 
of the Dividends, which become due on the 10th April. 

Consols for the Account have declined throughout the week; the lowest 
price has been 86%, and that at which they closed to-day 87}. Exchequer 
Bills have been firm, and are to-day 46s. to 48s. prem. 

India Stock has been in great demand ever since the publication of the official 
correspondence between the Government and the Directors on the subject of the 
renewal of the Charter. The proposed arrangement seems to give general sa- 
tisfaction, except to some of the thick-and-thin partisans of existing abuses ; 
and if we are to judge from the price of the Stock, the proprietors, who are in 
in fact the Company, seem satisfied with it. The price of the Stock on Mon- 
day was 209 to 211; on Tuesday morning, when the Government plan was 
generally known, the market opened at 212, and soon reached 223; the price 
has since been as low as 217, and closes at 217 to 218. If the 10} per cent. 
annuity and redemption fund had been chargeable on the revenues of Great 
Britain instead of on the territorial revenues of India, the present price must be 
considered as disproportionately low; but the scanty information as to the 
charges already existing on the Indian revenue will not allow us to venture any 
thing like an opinion as to the value of the proprietary stock of the Company 
with reference to the new circumstances under which it is to be regulated. 

Although every arrival from abroad previous to yesterday brought intelligence 
of the fall of Dutch Stock in the various Continental markets, investments to 
a great extent have supported the market here against the large quantity of 
Stock that has been thrown on it by the agents of foreign houses. The price 
has been as low as 457, and closes to-day at 464 j. Belgian Stock, which was 
on Monday at 88, closes to-day at 87. 

Danish Stock is steady at 73%, but the circumstances already alluded to have 
caused Russian Bonds to decline to 1025 3; at which price very little business 
has been done, although several attempts were made to effect sales. Greek 
Stock has been in demand, and reached 39} ; but has been since lower, the last 
price of to-day being 387} 38}. Mexican Bonds are also Jower,—namely, 36} 3. 
Brazilian Bonds, which have been as low as 613, have improved, and are to- 
day at 63, 

Spanish Stock has fluctuated materially both here and in Paris. On Monday, 
the price was as high as 213, but soon declined to 203 §; on Thursday, the 
Stock was as low as 19, and to-day a slight improvement has taken place, and 
the price is 193 §. In Paris, the Cortes Bonds rose to 20, but on Tuesday had 
declined to 153 ; the price on Wednesday was 16. 

Portuguese Bonds have been steady, and no transactions of importance have 
taken place. Regency Scrip has not improved ; although, we are happy to say, 
the latest intelligence from Oporto is very favourable. The settlement of the 
Foreign Account took place to-day, and was chiefly remarkable for the great 
scarcity of money: the minor speculators found great difficulty in carrying 
over their accounts ; so that many forced sales of Stock took place; but the 
immediate pressure having been removed, most descriptions of Foreign closed 
at higher quotations. 

We have not witnessed so gréat a demand for money since the memorable 
panic in 1825. 

Satunpay, One o’Crocx. 

Very little business has been transacted this morning. Consols have scarcely 
varied since ten o'clock. India Stock has been at 219, and is now 2174 21S}. 
In the Foreign Market, Belgian Bonds are nominally higher; but, with the ex- 
ception of Portuguese Bonds and Scrip, almost all the other Stocks are at yes- 
terday’s prices. The intelligence from Oporto has produced an improvement in 
Portuguese Securities ; the Stock is quoted at 51 to 52, and the Scrip at 5 to 43 
discount. 

. Saturpay, Four o'Crocx. 

Nothing worthy of remark has occurred here since one o’clock. Consols for 


Account close at 8734. India Stock is 2174 218}, and Bank Stock 200 
201. The prices of the Foreign Stocks have not varied since the morning. 


3 per Cent. Consols .. 87% | Belgian 5 p. Cts. £74 4 { Mexican6 p. Cents. 36 ¢ 

Ditto for Account. . .874 Brazilian 5 p. Cts, 63 4 Portuguese 5 p. Cts. 51 52 

New 33 p. Cent. Ann.943 4 | Danish 3 per Cents, 74 Do. KegencySc. 5p.Ct.5 dis. 
1 





, )91 
India Stock ...... -2174 French 3 per Cents. — { Russian( 1822) 5p.Ct. 10244 
Exchequer Bills..... 47 Greek (1825) 5 p.Cts. 36 39] Spawisli(1821) 5 p.Ct, 193 ¢ 


Bank Stock .........200 Dateh 24 per Cents, 46 4 | Prussian(1818)5p.Ct.— — 
84 
4 
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TOPICS OF THE DAY. 


THE TAXES. 


Mr. Rosinson’s motion for “‘ a Select Committee to consider and 
revise our existing Taxation, with a view to the repeal of those 
burdens which press most heavily on productive industry, and the 
substitution of an equitable tax on property in lieu thereof,” was 
rejected by a majority of 66 in a House of 376 members. When 
we consider that Government was directly opposed to the motion, 
and that its intention was to throw upon the Aristocracy a consi- 
derable portion of those burdens which it has hitherto placed upon 
others, so numerous a minority as 155 is a proof that some com- 
mutation of taxes will take place at no distant period. It is pos- 
sible that this commutation might have been effected during the 
present year, had Mr. Ropinson’s proposal been better considered. 
Many, though favourable to the principle of commutation, might 
not be favourable to the principle of an Income-tax. Others might 
be averse to so high a rate of percentage as must be imposed to 
raise so large an amount as fourteen millions. Some perhaps 
thought that his repeals might have been better chosen. All 
these circumstances were not indeed sufficient to justify the refusal 
of an inquiry, but, coupled with the extent and somewhat sweep- 
ing nature of his plan, they were enough to startle the cautious, 
and afford an excuse for the opposition or absence of the wavering. 
The proposal of the Member for Worcester was— 








To repeal the Duties on— = 
SIGN GR RA Biii wishcsaidebeccegecs sieves 365,237 
Ais agecadevenestercdticciissevsbuen<eduees 581,493 
HOO ...csscvseccsecscccccscccrccccscesccscesees 148,594 
GURURE Sdn dicstescaresesacebiasaceisucteves sssss 4,359,332 
PAPER ocsccscscsccssccccsccrsseceveccesvonsseose 677,103 
SOap..ccccrocccscccccccccccscescsccessesccsceces 1,138,261 
THORNE: 0... dSoussvedasalusvecieee vecdsst leven 78,804 
Stone Bottles.. 3,054 
Cotton-wool .. 363,557 
Assessed Taxes 4,056,429 
NGWSPAPeTs ...00.scsccrecccnceceesercesscoes 483,152 
PU VOTRISCICIS uy csicncetesiedsevesecctsaccen 172,570 





£12,377,566 
To reduce by one half the Duties on— 





Sugar (total produce 4,650,588/. )....... 2,325,294 
Tea (total produce 3,344,918/. )......0.+ 1,672,459 
—- 3,997,753 
£16,375,319 


Thus, taxes at present producing a revenue of 16,375,000/. would 
have to be provided by other means,—though Mr. Rosinson only 


estimated the amount of the remissions at 15,700,000/7. A portion 


of this, he calculated, would be supplied by increased consump- 
tion; 14,000,0007. must be raised by a tax on Property. Into the 
nature of this tax he did not enter; but if it were what is generally 
understood by a Property-tax, the highest rate in the graduated 
scale must not be far short of 30 per cent. If, as would appear 
‘from some parts of his speech, he contemplated an Income-tax, 
the higher rates must be carried up to 20 per cent. to make it— 
taking the average of the highest and lowest graduation—realize 
as much as the last impost of this nature yielded at 10 per cent. 
Independently of the objections to the inquisitorial nature of an 
Income-tax, such a percentage as this, levied upon profits, would 
drive all productive capital susceptible of easy removal from the 


-country, and perhaps create greater evils than those which the 
commutation professed to remedy. 


There are also other objections, of a more detailed nature, 
to Mr. Roxninson’s budget. The duties on Printed Goods, Vine- 
gar, and Sweets and Meads, are the most absurd yet at the same 
time the least productive of the Excise-duties. These he would 
allow to remain. By totally repealing the Malt-tax, the whele 


-of the expensive and vexatious Excise machinery must be kept 


up to collect the duty on Gin and Whisky, and some 120,000/. 
yielded by the three first-mentioned articles. In the Customs, 


-all the duties on the materials of manufacture (Cotton-wool 


excepted) would remain. No provision is made for reducing 
the cost of collecting the Customs revenue by simplifying the re- 
gulations, and getting rid of those petty duties which cost as much 
to collect as they produce. By overlooking the effects of the 
exorbitant rate of duty on Foreign Spirits and Tobacco, the Mem- 
ber for Worcester would have retained one of the greatest blots in 
our financial system, by which nearly three-quarters of a million 
is annually expended, and all the moral and social evils of smug- 
gling are directly encouraged, in order to realize (after paying the 
cost of collection) some 600,0002. or 700,0002. more revenue than 
would be produced by moderate duties. Some very objectionable 
taxes were altogether unnoticed, though more directly connected 
with productive industry than either Tea or Sugar. We allude to 
‘the duties on Auctions and Stage-coaches and to the oppressive 
taxes on both Fire and Marine Insurances. 

The remainder of the debate was not altogether creditable to 
the Reformed Parliament. Mr. Warnpurron was shrewd, but 
crotchety. His notion of commuting all taxes for an Income-tax 
was more fitted for Utopia than this world. His argument against 
the repeal of a mischievous duty yielding a small amount of 
revenue, lest some particular class might.complain of the retention 
of other taxes (very questionable as to their incidence) yielding 
ten times its amount, was more worthy of a rubber-on than a Re- 
former. His objection to any commutation of the kind sug- 
gested, drawn from the necessity of still keeping up the different 














machinery of collection, comes somewhat late in the day. Since 
the peace, upwards of thirty-four millions of taxes have been 
repealed. Had the remissions been conducted on any principle, 
though of the most obvious and vulgar kind, any one class & 
duties might have been altogether abolished, and all the othe 
classes modified. Had direct taxation, for instance, been deemea 
the greatest evil, direct taxation might have been got rid of. Had 
freedom of internal trade been thought the desideratum, the Ex- 
cise-duties, with all their vexatious and expensive machinery, 
might have been swept away. Had free intercourse with fo- 
reigners been considered most advisable, the Custom-duties might 
have been abolished, and not far short of a million and a half of 
money saved in the working of that branch of revenue; whilst a 
sufficient surplus would still have been left to remove all the more 
objectionable features of whatever class of taxes were retained. 
But these opportunities have been lost; and we must now aim not 
at “what is best, but at that which we best can do.” 

Of the other speeches, Colonel TorreNns’s was perhaps the 
ablest. Lord AttrHorp’s—though somewhat lame when defend- 
ing his own consistency—was rather a skilful excuse for re- 
fusing the inquiry. Considering the real ability of the man, Mr. 
Povu.terr THomson’s was probably the worst oration. Rarely, 
perhaps, have official entanglements, and a shift approaching to 
tergiversation, so entirely paralyzed the faculties of a man possess- 
ing such comprehensive science and practical skill as the Right 
Honourable Member for Manchester. 


MILITARY GOVERNORS—GENERAL DARLING 
versus CAPTAIN ROBISON. 

THERE is no description of authority more likely to be abused 
than that which is intrusted to the military Governors of distant 
Colonies. They generally receive their appointments in conse- 
quence of possessing, through themselves or connexions, powerful 
influence in Downing Street. They are well aware that there are 
many persons at home whose interest, no less than their own, lies 
in stifling all inquiry into alleged misconduct in their govern- 
ments. The length of time which must necessarily elapse, under 
any circumstances, before they can be brought to account for any 
oppressive or illegal proceedings, insures them a considerable 
period of impunity; and the worst thing that generally befalls 
them, is to be recalled upon a handsome retiring pension. The 
name of General Dartine, late Governor of our pickpocket 
colony in New South Wales, is, we doubt not, familiar to our 
readers, though we question whether the mention of it awakens 
any agreeable associations in their minds. The General is much 
to be pitied if he did exercise his authority in that distant quarter 
of the globe in a discreet and altogether righteous manner; for 
scarcely a session of Parliament elapsed, during his stay there, in 
which serious charges of misconduct were not brought against 
him. He had stanch and active friends, however, at the Horse- 
Guards, who were always ready to answer for him with the utmost 
confidence. There was besides a very natural disinclination to 
enter into the examination of charges against a man who was six 
or seven thousand miles away from the place of accusation. Thus, 
while the words “charges against General DarLinG™ were 
familiar in every persons ear, no instance has occurred, we believe, 
of any one of them being fully investigated. 

But General Dartuine has been recalled ; he is now in London, 
and can be brought forward to face his accusers. It seems highly 
probable that he will have to defend himself against one of them 
very speedily. Dr. Lusuineron has this week presented a pe- 
tition from Captain Rosison, who was dismissed by a Court- 
martial from his Majesty's service, when under the orders of Go- 
vernor Dartine in New South Wales: it complains of grossly 
irregular conduct on the part of the Governor during the whole 
course of the proceedings against him. Among other things, the 
petitioner says that the witnesses were tampered with, and threat- 
ened ; that the right of cross-examining them on his trial was de- 
nied him; that garbled and untrue accounts of the proceedings 
under the Court-martial were forwarded to the Judge Advocate; 
that convicted felons under sentence were allowed to give evidence 
against him; that the charges were vague and confused, and that 
his sentence—that of dismissal—was harsh and oppressive. The 
Governor is accused of having been actuated by personal enmity 
to Captain Rosison during the whole affair. Now these are 
serious charges; and if they were brought forward by a man of 
doubtful character, they ought not to be listened to. But Dr. 
Lusuinaton speaks highly of the petitioner; Colonel VERNER 
declared that he was incapable of conduct unbecoming an officer 
and a gentleman; he is not the only person who has complained of 
General Daruine’s mode of exercising his authority in New 
South Wales; and all he asks from Parliament is inquiry. He 
has more than once stated his case to the Commander-in-Chief; 
and has received, by his direction, 7007. as an allowance for the 
value of one of his commissions, and from the Secretary at War a 
further sum of 2402. on account of certain civil and military allow- 
ances, which were, as he states, unjustly withheld from him by 
the Governor. This tardy payment would appear to be an ac- 
knowledgement that a part at least of his complaints is well- 
founded. Captain Ropison, however, does not rest satisfied 
with the mere discharge of a pecuniary claim, but seeks redress 
for the injury which his character has sustained by the verdict of 
the Court-martial which found him guilty of “ scandalous and disho- 
nourable conduct.” The only means of obtaining this species of 
redress are peremptorily denied to him at head-quarters. 
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NEW MEMBERS. TIMES, COLS, LINES, 
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Mr. F. L. B. Dykes........+005 ee ee 
Mr. J. Ewing.......seeecees es ee ee mee Ee 
Mr. G. Faithful. ........ wee 1 49 
Mir. J. Fieldetiiias ccciaguccosce g 2 82 
Mr. W. F. Finn.. ° o 
Mr. J. C. Forster... sve 3 ees 0 43 
My. R. Fryer ...cccevcccesces 5.. ae | 
Mr. G. Grote. ..ccscescevccees i 4 38 
Mr. J, Guest .s .ctvevoctsavees 1 ¢ 
Mr. J. Hardy......sseseee ore Diaes ces owe vanes 0 61 
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Mr. M.D. Hill OD rscvisevesvtce 8 12 
PAE, We AE os ccccvscccuene 5 0 8 
Mr. R. Ingham.. 1 46 
Mr. J. Key.....-. 1 47 
Mr. A. H. Lynch » as 
Mr. J. H. Lloyd 3 #15 
Mr. J. O'Connell .......00.006 0 1 
Mr. Morgau O’Connell.....-.. 0 go 
Mr. F. O'Connor ...ccccsecess FO cveseccvcsoses 13 16 
Mr. A. C. O'Dwyer ....... 006 BD ces cwreceecens 14 5 
Mr. W. O'Reilly 19 
Mr. J. Parker . 1 52 
Mr. J. Pease .... 8. 4] 
Mr. M. Phillips 3. 66 
Pat, he. POU oes eo cesecseees 3 86 
Mr. J. Richards 13 43 
Mr. C. Rippon....... oreeeene 1 cccccvoses wcce O 
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Colonel Seale . 0 54 
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320 185 56 
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Deduct those made by Members returned in consequence of 
the Reform Act being passed....... acs sve dueseddavsupeondeteten 520 








Speeches made by the Old Members............ 





The whole space occupied in the Mirror by Speezhes is..... 1057 cols. 


Deduct space occupied by the New Members ........s++++ee00 185 


872 

The Old Members, then, afterall, are the talkers ; and there is no 
real or substantial reason for charging upon Reform the delay which 
has taken place in the conduct of public business. We must look else- 
where for the cause of it ; and weshall not be forced to look far. The 
Ministers, for reasons of their own, thought proper to make the 
state of Ireland the prominent subject in the King’s Speech, and 
in the debates which followed it. This was a subject which had 
nothing to do with Reform, but which served to produce everlast- 
ing harangues, and prevented the discussion of matters of prac- 
tical benefit to the country. A reference to our table will show 
that the Reform members occupied but a small proportion of the 
time wasted on the Coercion Bill. The charge against the New 
Members, therefore, of having impeded the progress of general 
business by long and useless speeches, in whatever light we view 
it, wants the support of truth, and falls to the ground. 


Space occupied by the Old Members........... 





KEAN'S LAST APPEARANCE. 


Kean has often turned his retirement from the stage into a farce; 
he must now make a serious business of it. If he ever appears on 
the boards again, it should be only for the purpose of really bid- 
ding his admirers a last adieu. For these two or three years 
past, his every performance has been growing weaker and 
weaker, like the impressions from a fine engraving which is wear- 
ing out. Our vivid recollections, too, of his best personations 
when he was in his prime, have been dulled, though not oblite- 
rated, by the feebleness of his later efforts; as water, thrown over 
the paintings on the walls of Pompeii, brought their colours out 
in momentary brightness, only to render them less and less appa- 
rent by each successive attempt to revivify them. He, too, must 
have been aware of this; and nothing, probably, but his poverty 
has led him to follow this impolitic course. We were not among 
the number of those who railed at him for so doing ; admiration of 
his genius, and a surmise of the bitter ifecessity, prevented our 
joining inthatery. And, indeed, for our own sakes, we were even 
glad to see him again; with all his infirmity he was worth a score 
of inferior actors. He was “great in ruin.” But his time is now 
come. His physical powers are worn out. He has at last 
broken down upon the boards of Covent Garden; and he only 
waits a fair dismissal from the scene of his former triumphs. The 
veteran gladiator, the victor in the arena, bows under the weight of 
his armour; his sword falls from his grasp, and he is borne off 
upon his shield. 

On Monday night, brave old Kran tottered on to the stage, and 
presented to a pit as crowded and an audience as enthusiastic as 
ever thundered down applause upon his noblest efforts, his son 
Cuar.es Kuan, who had already been, and was now again, as 
warmly welcomed. The sight was one to move an old playgoer. 
The veteran had roused himself as for a last effort; and those who 
were aware of his state of extreme debility off the stage, were sur- 
prised at the earnestness, almost amounting to energy, which he 
evinced. We never saw him personate the arduous character of 
Othello with more mind and feeling than he did on that night. 
The tone was subdued, but not a point was missed or failed. is 





voice sounded low and faint, but its modulations were beautiful, 
and responsive to the various conflicting emotions of the charac- 
ter. His action was feeble, yet not divested of the grace and dig- 
nity that once distinguished it. His sunken features, though their 
once fine outline was lost, yet seemed like the defaced fragment 
of some antique statue, in which might be traced the remains of its 
original nobleness. But we will dwell no longer upon this painful 
subject. 

Cuartrs Kean appeared as Jago, for the first time, on this oc- 
casion. He displayed cousiderable ability; but the performance 
has not greatly increased his reputation. He wants genius for the 
part, nor does he as yet possess sufficient experience as an actor 
to conceal this deficiency. But he is very young; and even now 
his merits are evidently of an order to raise him above the common 
herd of actors. 

ELLEN TreEE was “the gentle Desdemona” indeed. Nothing 
was wanting to the sweetness, delicacy, and true feeling with which 
she depjcted the character: her passionate earnestness prevents 
any painful sense of her deficiency of power to express vehement 
emotion. 

Warpke took the part which poor Kean gave up in the third 
act. His performance, in such a case, is not a subject for criticism. 





PHILHARMONIC CONCERTS. 


Tue Directors of these concerts are the most somniferous persons 
in existence. They have a perpetual tendency to nap, and require 
a continued application of the goad to urge them to any decent 
degree of exertion. The first concert was concocted under a fit of 
somnolency: the stimulus was applied—they started, rubbed their 
eyes, and stretched their limbs; and the result was the excellent 
selection, both vocal and instrumental, of the second. But the ex- 
ertion was too violent for their faculties; they sunk again to 
sleep; and in the very depth of their repose the following scheme 
was produced, 





ne ot a) | EN REREOREN ORTR eT ee ea Mozart. 
Scene, Mr. Puitutps, “The Last Man”... W. H. Cauicorr, 
Fantasia, Flate, Mr. Nicnonson........ NIcHoLson, 
Aria, Miss Cuara Novetno, “ Per pieta’ Mozart. 
Overture, “The Matins of Wallersece ’........000+ CHELARD. 

ACT Il. 
PRMON a, POROPEIS 65 iv cccwewds pece sce stevens BeEETHovEN. 
Song, Mrs. W. Knyverrt, “ With verdure clad” .... Haypn. 


Quartetto, two Violins, Viola, and Violoncello, 

Messrs. Spacnouerri, A. GRrEsBAcH, Morar, 

and RoussELor, No 5........ CdS ood e Ob UES NED SS .. BEETHOVEN, 
Terzetto, Miss CLara Noven.o, Mrs. W. Knyverr, 

and Mr, Puinuips, “ Soave sia il vento” (Cosi fan 

SUUEE) wish o'swtc oc ch sdeeren been cvcesvseds eceee Mozart. 
Overture, Prometheus BEETHOVEN, 

Leader, Mr. We1scuseL—Conductor, Mr.,Bisnop. 

A glance at this selection is sufficient to satisfy us that it was 
made at random—without thought, plan, or arrangement. Three 
instrumental pieces of the same author, not only in one concert, 
but in one act! This absurdity might have been easily avoided, 
by the performance (a very rare event) of one of Haypn’'s Quar- 
tetts, or by finishing the concert with an Overture of CHzRUBINI, 
Spour, or Winter. Three songs, too, in one night; and two of 
them standing dishes at Oratorios, and all such like scrambling 
and second-rate entertainments! Could nothing else be found on 
which to employ Mrs. Knyvert's talents, than a song which has 
been worn threadbare at every musical performance, whether at 
church, theatre, or concert-room, in the metropolis? Mrs. Kyy- 
veTT is, preeminently, the singer of HaNnpEL's school; and we 
would undertake to name twenty, at least, of his opera songs as 
little known as the “ Morird” from Teseo, and which would have 
formed as novel and appropriate features in the scheme. 

Miss CLara Novetio’s song was the only vocal piece that 
deserves comment. We were pleased to see this clever little girl 
taking her station in the Philharmonic orchestra, and exhibiting 
her industry and good taste in selecting (for we must presume 
each song to have been its singer's choice) an air at once so g 
and so little known as this “ Per pietd” of Mozarr. She mani- 
fested a proper and becoming respect for the text of her author, 
by singing what he wrote, and no more, in correct time and tune. 

Our descriptive and laudatory powers have been exhausted 
upon the Sinfonias. The Pastorale of BgETHOVEN is played every 
year at these concerts; and so it ought, for nowhere else can it be 
heard. There can be no such thing as a reduced copy of this 
work; it would convey no idea of the original. 

The novelty of the evening was M. Curerarp’s Overture, 
Whether a composition so purely descriptive as this is should have 
been admitted into the Philharmonic orchestra, may admit of a 
question; the descriptive power of music being, of all others, the 
most difficult for an artist to use with discretion and effect. If 
instances of its successful employment are numerous, examples of 
failure are also abundant. If Hanpe. succeeded in describing 
the impetuous torrent of the sea overwhelming the Egyptians, his 
imitation of the plague of flies and lice, and that of frogs, in the 
same oratorio, is, necessarily, a failure. Music is misapplied in 
endeavouring to depict the crawling and jumping of animals. 
Instances of similar failure, as well as of similar success, may 
be found equally in the greatest oratorio of Haypn as in that 
of Hanpex. In this Overture, M. Cuenarp has endeavoured 
to express, connectedly, some of the principal scenes of the opera 
to which it is attached. Mozart, WEBER, and other modern 
writers, have occasionally woven into their overtures some of the 
principal features of the succeeding opera: those to Der Freischutz 
and to Euryanthe, for example, may be regarded as each an epi- 
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tome of the ; it being i ible for any one fully to under- 
stand the author's meaning in former, without a knowledge of 
the latter. But without this help, or something like it, M. Cue- 
LARpD's Overture would be not only unintelligible, but ridiculous ; 
for he has introduced a chorus of nuns, and the tolling of a bell. 
These sounds, of themselves, are not sufficient to inform us that 
weare in a convent at midnight. Of this, and the other leading 
points in the composition, we were informed by a programme, 
inserted in the bills of the evening ; and hence we were enabled to 
follow the author's intention throughout. 

We confess that we are not among the number of those (and we 
heard many right and left) who condemned this composition with- 
out mercy. We thought it fairly worth a trial; for it is only by 
such experiments that the boundaries and limits of music's descrip- 
tive power can be defined and ascertained. BrrTrHOven, in the 
very Sinfonia of this evening, was a wholesale experimentalist ; 
and no composition was made the subject of more unmeasured 
ridicule. We do not subscribe to that musical creed which says, 
“Thus far shall thou go and no further,’ and which works every 
thing out by square and compass. Some credit is due to the artist 
who fails. Something may be acquired from his even rude and 
misshapen attempt; some combination may be produced, or the 
germ of some effect may appear, on which future composers may 
work with advantage, and turn to profitable account. But the 
success of the present attempt was not such as to induce many re- 
petitions of a like kind, unless they were made under the shelter 
of a great name. 





MINORITY ON MR. ROBINSON’S MOTION 
FOR A REVISAL OF THE SYSTEM OF TAXATION. 
Dick, Q. Johnstone, A. Roebuck, J. A. 
Dundas, Hon, Sir R. Keppell, Hon. G. Romilly, J. 
Evans, W. Key, Sir J. Roteh, B. 
Ewart, W. Lalor, P. Russell, C. 
Faithful, G,. Langton, Col. G. Ruthven, E. S. 
Fenton, J. Lennox, Lord G, Ruthven, E, jun, 
Fielden, J. Lennox, Lord W. Shawe, R. N. 
Finn, W. F. Lister, E. Sheil, R. L. 
Fitzsimon, C. Locke, W. Sinelair, G, 
Fryer, R. Lushington, Dr. 8S. Spry, 5. 
Gaskell, D. Lyneh, A. H. Stanley, E. J. 
Gillon, W. D. M'Loughlin, L. Stewart, J. 
Gisborne, T. Marshall, J. Stewart, R. 
Goring, H. D. Marsland, T. Sullivan, R. 
Grattan, H. Martin, T. Talbot, W. H. F. 
Greene, T. G. Maxwell, Sir J. Tennyson, C. 
Grote, G, Maxwell, J. Thicknesse, R. 
Guest, J.J. Newark, Vis. Todd, R. 
Brotherton, J. Gully, J. O’Brien, C. Tooke, W. 
Buckingham, J. S. Halcomb, J.’ O'Connell, C. Torrens, Col. R. 
Bulkeley, Sir R. W. Hall, B. O'Connell, D. Trelawney, W. L. S. 
Bulwer, E. L. Handley, H. O'Connell, J. Tynte, C. J. K, 
Butler, Hon, P. Handley, B. O'Connell, Morgan ‘Tyrell, J. T. 
Cavendish, Lord Handley, W. F. O’Connell, Maurice Vaughan, Sir R. 
Cayley, Sir G. Harland, W. O’Connor, F. Vernon, Hon, G, J. 
Chaplin, 'T. Harvey, D. W. O’Dwyer, A. C. Vigors, N. A. 
Chapman, A. Hawes, B, Oswald, James Vincent, Sir F, 
Chayter, W. R.C. Hawkins, J. H. Oswald, R. A. Wallace, R. 
Chichester, J. P, B. Henniker, Lord Palmer, R. Walter, J. 
Clay, W. Hodges, T. L. Pease, J. Warburton, H. 
Cobbett, W. Hodgson, J, Peel, Col. J. Wason, W.R. 
Collier, J, Hornby, E. Phillips, M. Watkins, L. V. 
Cornish, James Hughes, Hughes Plumptre, J. P. Wigney, J. 
Curteis, E. B. Hume, J. Potter, R. Windham, W. H. 
Curteis, H. B. Humphrey, J. Ricardo, D. Wiiks, J. 
Dalmeny, Lord Ilutt, W. Rider, 'T. Williams, Col. 
Dare, R. W.H. Hyett, W. Robinson, G. R. Willoughby, Sir I. 
Davies, T. H. Ingham, R. 


Roche, D. Wood, Ald. 
Dawson, E. James, W. Roche, W. Young, G. F. 


Adams, FE. 1. 
Aglionby, H. 
Attwood, T. 
Baillie, J. E. 
Baldwin, Dr. 
Barnard, E. G, 
Barry, G. 8. 
Bayntun, 8, 
Benett, J. 
Bentinck, Lord G, 
Bolling. W. 
Bowes, J. 
Bewes, 'T. 
Brigys, R. J. 
Brigstock, W. P. 
Briscoe, 3. I. 
Brocklehurst, J. 
Brodie, W. B. 





MINORITY OF LAST NIGHT, 

AGAINST THE THIRD READING OF THE IRi@H DISEORBANCES BILL. 
Aglionby, H., Cockermouth Roebuck, J. A., Bath Grattan, J., Wicklow C. 
Attwood, T., Birmingham Romilly, E., Ludlow Lalor, P., Queen's C. 
Bayntun, S., York City Romilly, 5...Bridport _ A. H., Galway 
Blandford, M. of, Woodstock Scholetleldy, Louglilin, L., Galway 
Brotherton, J., Salford ra, W., Clare 
Bulwer, E., Lincoln in, J., Sligo 
Bulwer, H. L., Coventry 4 Regn SiR., Westmeath 
Clay, W., Tower Hamlets 3.K.,; Semerset,W. O’Brien, C., Clare 
Cobbett, W., Oldham Wa fr, prigest O'Connell, C., Kerry C. 
Ewart, W., Liverpool Wigney, J., Bright O'Connell, D., Dublin City 
Faithful, G., Brighton Wilks, J., Boston O'Connell, J., Youghall 
Fancourt, Major, Barnstaple Williams, Col., Ashton O'Connell, Morgan, Meath C, 
Fielden, J., Oldham SCOTLAND. O'Connell, Maurice, Tralee 
Fryer, R., Wolverhampton Gillon, W. D., Selkirk O'Connor, D., Roscommon 
Gaskell, D., Wakefield Oswald, R, A., Ayr Co. O'Connor, F., Cork C. 
Grote, G., London Oswald, James, Glasgow O'Dwyer, A. C., Drogheda 
Gully, J., Pontefract Wallace, Robert, Greenock O*Reilly, W., Dundalk 
Halford, H., Leicester,S. IRELAND. Perrin, Serg., Monaghan 
Hall, B., Monmouth Baldwin, Dr., Cork City. Roche, D., Limerick City 
Handley, B., Boston Barron, H. W., Waterford Ci. Roche, W., Limerick City 
Hawkins, J. H., Newport Barry, G.S., Cork C. Ruthven, E. S., Dublin City 
Humphrey, J., Southwark Bellew, R. M., Louth C. Ruthven, E. jun., Kildare C, 
Hutt, W., Hull. Butler, Hon, P., Kilkenny Sheil, R. L., Tipperary 
Ingilby, Sir W., Lincoln, S, Chapman, M. L., Westmeath Sullivan, R., Kilkenny 
Langton, Col., Somerset, E, Daly, J., Galway C, Talbot, J, H., New Ross 
Molesworth, Sir W., Corn. E. Finn, W. F., Kilkenny C.  Vigors, N. A., Carlow 
Palmer, Gen., Bath Fitzgerald, T., Louth C, Walker, C. A., Wexferd 
Parrot, J., Totnese Fitzsimon, C., Dublin C. TELLERS, 
Phillips, M., Manehester _ Fitzsimon, N., King’s C. Hume, Joseph, Middlesex 
Richards, J., Knaresborough Galway, J. M., Waterford C, Grattan, Henry, Meath Co, 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE SPECTATOR. 
Temple, March 28th, 
Sin— Your table of votes last week makes me absent from three out of the 
five divisions therein specified. Now the fact is, that I have voted in every di- 
vision, great or small, throughout the session. 
I am your obedient servant, 
J. Parker. 


The following gentlemen, it “p ars from the letters sent to us or published b 


the Daily Papers, voted in the Majority on Mr. Arrwoop’s motion last wee 
for a Committee to inquire into the state of the Country. Sir E. D. Scott, Sir 
R. Heron, Messrs. J. Wedgwood, N. Lamont, Vernon, Whitbread, King, and 
Atherley. Mr. J. W. Scott, voted in the Minority for the Committee. Mr. 
E. J. Stanley and Lords G. Bentinck an@ Mahon did not vote at all. 

On the Irish Suppression Bill, J. W. Seott voted against the court- 
martial clause, and Mr. R. Pigotedid not vote. 
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LADY STEPNEYS NEW ROAD TO RUIN. 


“On the verge of an immense forest, which sheltered that part 
of the pile of buildings styled the cloisters, stood Darmaya Castle.” 
This, the reader must know, is the first step in the New Road to 
Ruin. The topography of romance is always particular, and is in 
this instance as distinct as the line of Leadenhall Street, running 
up by the Minerva Library, in the new map of the city of London. 

‘¢ The country was mountainous, and overgrown with wood (tall cedars and 
bending willow-trees), which threw a dark gloom around, and obscured from 
the light of day, a chapel which had received in its dreary vault the last de- 
scendant of one of the oldest families in England—the Dukes of Darmaya.” 

This is a very pretty landscape. It has nothing to do with what 
follows ; neither has what follows much todo with itself. But 
that is nothing. This commencement was extracted, in Lady 
Srepnyey's early days, from the Blue Bandit of the Black Forest ; 
and has made so great an impression on her mind, that, without 
rhyme or reason, she has transferred it to the opening of her own 
romance, 

‘¢ For many years, scarcely any one had entered the magnificent suite of 
apartments in the castle.” 

This is the next sentence after. the quotation from the Blue Ban- 
dit. Wewill not inquire what magnificent suite her Ladyship 
means ; but conclude that there was but one. 

*¢ The antique carvings, the thickly-embroidered satin-velvet hangings, were 
fast falling into decay, when”—([they fell on the floor? No. When Messrs. 
France and BaNnTING arrived to renew them? No.}—*‘ when one evening in 
the year 1603, as the silvery and steady beams of a July moon rested in gran- 
deur on the lengthened towers of Darmaya—when not a breath ruffled the foli- 
age of the trees, nor a sound broke the awful stillness which prevailed, save the 
occasional scream of the forest owl—a short, thickset man hurried across the 
park.” Vol. I. p. 2. 

This was Jacobs, a Jew, who came to bid for the Castle. 

“The melancholy beauty of the scene appeared little to affect the stran- 
ger, though his countenance indicated that his life had been marked by many of 
those trying vicissitudes, which by softening the heart, generally render it sus~ 
ceptible of whatever is picturesque in external nature.” 

Jacobs's heart was chiefly susceptible of the value.of gold. He 
wanted to see the castle that was for sale; “ bawled loudly" at 
the me and was told to come in and not “ raise the dead with 
his yell.” 

While Jacobs was inspecting the “ magnificent suite of apart- 
ments,” 

“« The blackening cloud, and the vivid lightning, contrasted and struggled for 
victory, while the rolling of the thunder shook the fabric awfully.” ~ 

This was unfavourable weather for viewing an intended purchase. 

« Throwing himself into one of the high-backed chairs with superstitious 
trembling, he [Jacobs] appeared transfixed.” 

“ It is strange,” muttered the traveller [Jacobs], ‘‘ very strange ; and the 
welkin looks murky and menacing. he guise is against me. But why be- 
lieve in omens? discovery is the forerunner of conquest, and a lucky hit is more 
than half the matter. Drink and be merry.” 

We are afterwards informed that the Jew was afraid to make 
a bid; and he had bronghta cordial with him to keep up his spirits 
in his interview with the proprietor. 

“* He took a flask of spirits from his bosom, and drank largely ; then jumping 
up, and bidding Fen [the steward} lead the way to the cloisters, he began sing- 
ing a ditty of ancient days, partly in Hebrew, partly in English.” 

We are not informed what the ancient song was—probably it 
was a psalm of David. 

The possessor of this castle is one Lady Grace: Isaac Jacobs 
had once been her page. 

‘© Lady Grace had her expressive blue eyes fixed upon Isaac’s face: the recol- 
lection of bygone dayslashed upon her memory with revived interest. She 
was much faded, but couldmever be aged in soul. [Convenient doctrine!] A 
strict observer of truth, (thiik of this interesting feature!] and of all rules of 
conduct, even to the high-bred Etiquette (who won the Derby], which to de- 
viate from, would have been almog# painful —never practising her persuasive in- 
fluence, but for certain géod, and fearing to mislead, she had passed through life 
with dignity, though not with happiness. She would say, ‘ Owr chicfest sor- 
rows are buried in a sensitive heart.” 

Dear, old, blue-eyed, sentimental creature! we wonder if she 
ever wrote a novel? Ah no! those were the days of embroidery 
and household ruling. How was it, then, she hit upon such a pretty 
piece of nonsense for her motto. ‘ She would say, * Our chiefest 
sorrows aré buried in a sensitive. heart’ ”“—ah, say that 
dear old Lady Grace! it comes overus like the sweet all 
orris-root, rouge, and rose-water. How charming is sentiment! 
So thought Jaeobs the Jew. 

‘+ As he drew his chair close to hers, she put her handiemthearm of it ; which 
Jpeehe solead with citi wal waned Sento to past with. It was co- 
vered wit brilliants, bracelets equally attractive: an openin 
of the cloak doomed mang sown-ef pear, as white as snow, on her boom, 

Oh, Lady t this is coquetep—not “high-bred ti 
quette.” exe ia no for @ lady of this dignified 
order—so attentive, too, to all the of eonduet—permitting 





